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 1.6

GOD SAYS
IT’S OK TO

BUY SLAVES!
“You may purchase

male and female
slaves...”

- Leviticus 25:44
90% of so called religious people don’t

read their Bible so they have no idea
what’s in their Holy Book.

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   18 9/11/20   2:57 PM

              1.7 

1.8

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   19 9/11/20   2:57 PM

              1.7 

1.8

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   19 9/11/20   2:57 PM

1.9  

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   20 9/11/20   2:57 PM



C H A P T E R  2

The Bible Was Not 
Written to Us

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   25 9/11/20   2:57 PM

2.1

  
  

  
  

 N
E

W
 T

E
S

TA
M

E
N

T
O

LD
 T

E
S

TA
M

E
N

T

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   31 9/11/20   2:57 PM



 2.2

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   34 9/11/20   2:57 PM

2.3

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   36 9/11/20   2:57 PM



C H A P T E R  3

Never Read a Bible Verse

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   39 9/11/20   2:57 PM

3.1

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   42 9/11/20   2:57 PM



3.2

ACT 1:
GOD

CREATES 
(dwells with 

people)

ACT 2:
HUMANS 
REBEL

ACT 3:
REDEMPTION 

INITIATED

IN
TE

RL
UD

E

ACT 5:
MISSION TO ALL 

NATIONS

ACT 6:
REDEMPTION 
COMPLETED
(dwells with 

people)

FL
OO

D

AB
RA

HA
M

DA
VI

D EXILE

FALL 
LOSS

JESUS
EN

D 
   

   
TI

M
ES

PR
OP

HE
TS

M
OS

ES

NEW 
HEAVENS

NEW 
EARTHsin infects 

the world

no more sin!

CHURCH

KINGDOM OF 
GOD

GENESIS 1–2 GENESIS 3–MALACHI MATTHEW–JOHN ACTS–REVELATION 21 REVELATION 
22

ISRAEL

ETERNITY ETERNITYFA
TH

ER SON

SPIRIT

GOD

ACT 4:
REDEMPTION 

PROVIDED

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   44 9/11/20   2:57 PM



C H A P T E R  4

Strange and Stranger Things 
in the Old Testament

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   61 9/11/20   2:57 PM

4.1

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   60 9/11/20   2:57 PM

4.2

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   62 9/11/20   2:57 PM

 4.3 

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   63 9/11/20   2:57 PM

 4.4 

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   64 9/11/20   2:57 PM



C H A P T E R  5

The Art of (Not) Cherry- 
Picking Bible Verses

 5.1 

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   67 9/11/20   2:57 PM

C H A P T E R  5

The Art of (Not) Cherry- 
Picking Bible Verses

 5.1 

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   67 9/11/20   2:57 PM



ACT 1:
GOD

CREATES 
(dwells with 

people)

ACT 2:
HUMANS 
REBEL

ACT 3:
REDEMPTION 

INITIATED

IN
TE

RL
UD

E

ACT 5:
MISSION TO ALL 

NATIONS

ACT 6:
REDEMPTION 
COMPLETED
(dwells with 

people)

FL
OO

D

AB
RA

HA
M

DA
VI

D EXILE

FALL 
LOSS

JESUS

EN
D 

   
   

TI
M

ES

PR
OP

HE
TS

M
OS

ES

NEW 
HEAVENS

NEW 
EARTHsin infects 

the world

no more sin!

CHURCH

KINGDOM OF 
GOD

GENESIS 1–2 GENESIS 3–MALACHI MATTHEW–JOHN ACTS–REVELATION 21 REVELATION 
22

ISRAEL

ETERNITY ETERNITYFA
TH

ER SON

SPIRIT

GOD

ACT 4:
REDEMPTION 

PROVIDED

5.2

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   70 9/11/20   2:57 PM

 5.3 

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   74 9/11/20   2:57 PM

 5.4

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   79 9/11/20   2:57 PM



C H A P T E R  6

Making Sense of Shrimp, the 
Skin of a Dead Pig, and Slavery

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   81 9/11/20   2:57 PM

ACT 1:
GOD

CREATES 
(dwells with 

people)

ACT 2:
HUMANS 
REBEL

ACT 3:
REDEMPTION 

INITIATED

IN
TE

RL
UD

E

ACT 5:
MISSION TO ALL 

NATIONS

ACT 6:
REDEMPTION 
COMPLETED
(dwells with 

people)

FL
OO

D

AB
RA

HA
M

DA
VI

D EXILE

FALL 
LOSS

JESUS

EN
D 

   
   

TI
M

ES

PR
OP

HE
TS

M
OS

ES

NEW 
HEAVENS

NEW 
EARTHsin infects 

the world

no more sin!

CHURCH

KINGDOM OF 
GOD

GENESIS 1–2 GENESIS 3–MALACHI MATTHEW–JOHN ACTS–REVELATION 21 REVELATION 
22

ISRAEL

ETERNITY ETERNITYFA
TH

ER SON

SPIRIT

GOD

ACT 4:
REDEMPTION 

PROVIDED

6.1

9780310254188_HowNotReadBible_int.indd   82 9/11/20   2:57 PM



ACT 1:
GOD

CREATES 
(dwells with 

people)

ACT 2:
HUMANS 
REBEL

ACT 3:
REDEMPTION 

INITIATED

IN
TE

RL
UD

E

ACT 5:
MISSION TO ALL 

NATIONS

ACT 6:
REDEMPTION 
COMPLETED
(dwells with 

people)

FL
OO

D

AB
RA

HA
M

DA
VI

D EXILE

FALL 
LOSS

JESUS

EN
D 

   
   

TI
M

ES

PR
OP

HE
TS

M
OS

ES

NEW 
HEAVENS

NEW 
EARTHsin infects 

the world

no more sin!

CHURCH

KINGDOM OF 
GOD

GENESIS 1–2 GENESIS 3–MALACHI MATTHEW–JOHN ACTS–REVELATION 21 REVELATION 
22

ISRAEL

ETERNITY ETERNITYFA
TH

ER SON

SPIRIT

GOD

ACT 4:
REDEMPTION 

PROVIDED

6.2

LAW OF JESUSOLD TESTAMENT LAW

We examine the New Testament 
to see what laws continued or not 
(such as Do not murder, etc) .  

We see this verified by God moving us 
back into the original way He created 
us before the fall .   
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Woman Down
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harmony with
God and

each other

In the beginning
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In the beginning
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After “the fall”
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Redemptive
trajectory of Jesus
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community changing through
Jesus to be what God

intended in the beginning
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In the beginning
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Making Sense of 
Inequality in the Bible
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                                     9.2 I believe in biblical marriage

Man and multiple wives: (Abraham, Jacob, Solomon, David etc.)
Man and concubines: (2 Chronicles 11:21)
Man and his brother’s wife: (Genesis 38:6-10)
Man and the woman he rapes: (Deuteronomy 22:28-29)
Man and women he captures in war: (Numbers 31:1-18) 
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Jesus Riding a Dinosaur
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10.4
  CHRISTIANITY:

The belief that some cosmic
Jewish Zombie can make you

live forever if you symbolically
eat his flesh and telepathically

tell him that you accept him
as your master, so he can

remove an evil source from your soul 
that is present in humanity because

a rib-woman was convinced by a talking 
snake to eat from a magical tree.

Makes perfect sense.
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In the Beginning We 
Misunderstood
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They viewed the sky as a vault resting 
on foundations—perhaps mountains—
with doors and windows that let in the 
rain . God dwelt above the sky, hidden 
in cloud and majesty .

The world was viewed as a disk 
floating on the waters, secured 
or moored by pillars . The earth 
was the only known domain—the 
realm beyond it was considered 
unknowable .

The Underworld (Sheol) was a watery or 
dustyprison from which no one returned . 
Regarded as a physical place beneath 
the earth, it could be reached only 
through death .
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A drawing of the separation of sky from earth in Egyptian creation mythology
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this famous quote: “Yes, reason has 

been a part of organized religion 

ever since two nudists took dietary 

advice from a talking snake.”

Over and over, we see these 

mocking criticisms of the Bible. 

Well- known atheist Richard 

Dawkins made this statement in his book The God Delusion: “You can-

not be an intelligent scientific thinker and still hold religious beliefs.”10

I can understand why many people think Christians can’t be intel-

ligent scientific thinkers. Bible verses about a 6,000-year- old earth, a 

talking snake, and a rib- woman sound like reasons to reject the Bible’s 

credibility. But there is more going on in the Bible beyond what we find 

in a surface reading of the text. Clever memes and graphics make this 

all look absurd. So in the next chapter, we’ll focus on some of the most 

common questions dealing with the Bible and science. Does the Bible 

really teach these?

 11.6

BEGINS WITH A TALKING SNAKE
ENDS WITH A SEVEN HEADED DRAGON

PEOPLE BELIEVE IT
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Another simple diagram of the Three- Tier universe that the Israelites would have imagined as how their world 
functioned . The solid dome (firmament) held up the waters above; the sun, moon, and stars went up and down 
under that firmament .

WAT E R S
A B O V E

S U N

MOON

S TA R S

F I R M A M E N T

H E A V E N

WAT E R S
B E LOW

E A R T H

UNDERWORLD

UNDERWORLD

EARTH

HEAVEN

THE THREE-TIER UNIVERSE
11.5
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Making Sense of the Bible- 
versus- Science Conflict

12.1
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Table 12.1

Problem: Creation is “formless and empty” (1:2) .

God’s Work Forming Filling

Day 1: light and darkness Day 4: the lights of day and night

Day 2: sky and sea Day 5: birds and fish

Day 3: fertile earth Day 6: land animals, including man

Result: The work of creation is finished, and God can rest (2:1) .
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Table 12.2

Atheistic 
Evolution

Young Earth 
Creation

Old Earth 
Creation

Evolutionary 
Creation

God created 
earth and all 

life
No Yes Yes Yes

Earth is billions 
of years old Yes No Yes Yes

Evolution 
describes how 
life developed

Yes No No Yes

Courtesy of Deborah Haarsma from BioLogos (biologos .org) . Deborah used this chart in a presentation I was part 
of with her, and this is used with her permission .
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My God Can Beat Up Your God
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C H A P T E R  1 4

Love Is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life
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14.1  

harmony with
God and

each other

In the beginning
(Genesis 1–2)
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14.2

In the beginning
(Genesis 1–2)

harmony with
God and

each other

sin alters
God’s original

design
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In the beginning, people worshiped one God
and had a relationship with the Creator 

Creation of 
human beings 

 14.3 

In the beginning
(Genesis 1–2)

After “the fall”
(Genesis 3)

harmony with
God and

each other

sin alters
God’s original

design

patriarchal 
culture, slavery, 

worship of other 
gods
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People dispersed across the world and

     had a diversity of languages

  

                                                                                 

           14.6

 14.5

      
                                                   Tower of Babel 

Developing out of India
around 1500 BC

Hinduism
1500 BC

Yet even as Hinduism was beginning in India, the one 

true God had not forgotten his promise to Adam and Eve .
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Abraham was called out by God to have in his
lineage someone who would save the world

Judaism
1440 BC

14.7 
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Taoism
600 BC

Shinto
660 BC

Buddhism
563 BC

14.8

14.9
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Taoism
600 BC

Shinto
660 BC

Buddhism
563 BC

14.8

14.9
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Christianity was not a new faith, but a continuation of 
what God said in the beginning would happen 

Christianity
30 AD

 14.10 
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The message of Jesus as the way to God spread as churches  
were established in Europe and in North and South America 

 14.11
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In the beginning
(Genesis 1–2)

After “the fall”
(Genesis 3)

Redemptive
trajectory of Jesus

New Heavens/
New Earth: 
back to the
beginning

(Revelation 21–22)

harmony with
God and

each other

sin alters
God’s original

design

patriarchal 
culture, slavery, 

worship of other 
gods

community changing through
Jesus to be what God

intended in the beginning

restoration to
God’s original

design

14.12

Muhammad claimed to have a new revelation
from God and started Islam

Islam
622 AD

 14.13  
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Many other sects of faith developed over time, each claiming
to know “God” or “gods” or create a deity or deities 

or believe there is no deity at all (atheist)

14.14
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14.15

TOWER OF BABEL (GENESIS 11)
dispersion • further religions developed

JUDAISM
1400 BC

HINDUISM
1500 BC

SHINTO
660 BC

TAOISM
600 BC

BUDDHISM
563 BC

CHRISTIANITY
30 AD

CREATION OF HUMAN BEINGS:
Worship of One God

The Jewish nation continues the 
belief in one God and awaits 
the Messiah as prophesied in 
the Scriptures (Isaiah 53) amid 
new Babylonian and Canaanite 
religious beliefs .

The Jewish nation chooses 
not to believe in Jesus as 
their Messiah/Christ .

The Christian faith con-
tinues the belief in one 
God and believes Jesus 
is the fulfillment of the 
ancient Scriptures .

The Islamic faith believes in 
the new prophet Mohammed 
instead of Jesus .

Various faiths develop: 
Druids, Greek and Roman 
deities, Wicca, others .

Humans migrate from 
the Middle East as new 
religions form, worshiping 
local deities .

Egypt becomes a major influence in world with 
various new deities .

Humans choose to form new religious faiths and 
develop ideas of animism, gods/goddesses .

ISLAM
622 AD
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C H A P T E R  1 5

Making Sense of the 
Intolerant- Sounding Jesus
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 15.1 

     Do all paths lead to God?

 15.2

       GOD
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Because of the importance of 

this, we should really take a look

at each of the paths to see what 

the various faiths believe. Even 

looking at some basic beliefs 

15.3

Do all paths lead to God?

GOD

IslamChristianityHinduism

HINDUISM

MANY GODS
15.4
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IslamChristianityHinduism

HINDUISM

MANY GODS
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ISLAM

ONE GOD
Jesus NOT G od ’s  S on
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CHRISTIANITY

ONE TRIUNE GOD
Jesus G od ’s  S on

. .  .  the paths lead to entirely
di�erent mountaintops

Hinduism IslamChristianity

Many gods The triune
God

The one God
of the Qur'an
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Hinduism IslamChristianity

Many gods The triune
God

The one God
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and Islam. As I’ve argued, 

path, are quite different. 

However, at the base

level, they may show 

draw out several differ-

ent mountains and then 

add a dotted line circling 

 15.8  

15.9

At the base level there is
common truth among faiths

Hinduism IslamChristianity

When you go beyond a base level
see where the paths keep going to . . .

Hinduism IslamChristianity

Many gods The triune
God

The one God
of the Qur'an
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These are the concepts, 

teachings, and ideas 

. . . the paths lead to entirely
di�erent mountaintops

Hinduism IslamChristianity

Many gods The triune
God

The one God
of the Qur'an
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The TV- MA, NC-17 Bible
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16.3 

 
16.4 

God Satan

God = 2,391,421; Satan = 10; Cumulative = 2,391,431

2,500,000

2,000,000

1,500,000

1,000,000

500,000

0

Note: margin of error is equal to that of the Bible; numbers of Flood deaths not included;
if Satan created by God, cumulative count does not change but Satan’s count may

become Null and kills can be statistically assigned to God indirectly

Bible Kill Count
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The God of Compassion, Slow 
to Anger and Forgiving
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Making Sense of the 
Texts of Terror
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Table 18.1*

“Extermination” “No Extermination”

Joshua 10:20a: “It came about when 
Joshua and the sons of Israel had finished 
slaying them with a very great slaughter 
until they were destroyed .”

Joshua 10:20b “and the survivors who 
remained of them had entered the fortified 
cities .” 

Joshua 10:39: “every person” in Debir was 
“utterly destroyed .”

Joshua 11:21: Later Joshua “utterly 
destroyed” Anakites in Debir .

Joshua 11:21: The Anakites were “cut off” 
and “utterly destroyed” in Hebron— as 
well as from Debir, Anab, and “all the hill 
country of Judah .” There were “no Anakim 
left in the land of the sons of Israel .”

Joshua 15:13–14: Caleb “drove out” the 
Anakites from Hebron; cf . Judges 1:20, 
where Caleb “drove out” the Anakites from 
Hebron .

Judges 1:8: “Then the sons of Judah fought 
against Jerusalem and captured it and 
struck it with the edge of the sword and 
set the city on fire .”

Judges 1:21: “But the sons of Benjamin 
did not drive out the Jebusites who lived 
in Jerusalem; so the Jebusites have lived 
with the sons of Benjamin in Jerusalem to 
this day .”

Joshua: 11:23: “So Joshua took the whole 
land, according to all that the Lord had 
spoken to Moses, and Joshua gave it for 
an inheritance to Israel according to their 
divisions by their tribes . Thus the land had 
rest from war .”

Judges 2:21, 23: “I also will no longer 
drive out before them any of the nations 
which Joshua left when he died .  .  .  . So the 
Lord allowed those nations to remain, not 
driving them out quickly; and he did not 
give them into the hand of Joshua .”

* Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Bible.
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P O S T L U D E

Jesus Loved His Crazy 
Bible (And Why Trusting 

It Isn’t That Crazy)

Jesus Loved His Crazy Bible (And Why Trusting It Isn’t That Crazy)
POSTLUDE
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