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INTRODUCTION

Revelation 1:1–8

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his ser-
vants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his
angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw—that
is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the
one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those
who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time
is near.

John,
to the seven churches in the province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who

is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead,
and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,
and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and
Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

Look, he is coming with the clouds,
and every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him;
and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.

So shall it be! Amen.

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,“who is, and
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” (Rev. 1:1–8)

THE SUBJECT OF REVELATION

“The revelation of Jesus Christ. . . .” The word “revelation” is a translation
of the Greek word apokalypsis, which means “an unveiling.” It is not a
new word in the New Testament, for it occurs eighteen times (Luke 2:32;
Gal. 1:12; 2 Thess. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:7; etc.). The word means “to show or
expose to view,” as the unveiling of a painting is a “revelation.” This book,
then, is the unveiling of Jesus Christ. But not just Jesus Christ, for John
has already presented Him very clearly as the divine Son of God in the
Gospel that bears his name. Further on in the verse we find that this is
the revelation of Jesus Christ “to show his servants what must soon take
place.” Again we see that the emphasis of the book is on future events.

25
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ONE

The Christ of the Churches

Revelation 1:9–20

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom
and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of
Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On
the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice
like a trumpet, which said:“Write on a scroll what you see and send
it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” (Rev. 1:9–11)

THE APOSTLE JOHN

The early church was not given to ecclesiasticism! This deadly teaching
that has created a division between “clergy” and “laity” has done much
harm to the Church of Christ through the centuries. The Apostle John
was the oldest living apostle of our Lord at the time of this writing. He was
probably esteemed as the most revered saint of his day. Instead of attract-
ing attention to this, he immediately identified himself with the people by
stating, “I, John, your brother and companion in . . . suffering.” This “suf-
fering” (KJV, “tribulation”) is different from the Great Tribulation, which
John speaks of later as a future event (chs. 4–18). He was going through
suffering as a member of the early church that was persecuted so unmer-
cifully by the emperors of Rome, who had already claimed the lives of
Peter and Paul and probably most of the other apostles.

He further identified himself as their companion “in the . . . kingdom
and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus.” The “kingdom” here is
obviously the spiritual kingdom that Jesus set up on the day of Pente-
cost, which is in operation today and can be entered into only by being
born again (John 3:3). The “patient endurance” of this kingdom is seen
in our faithfully enduring until he comes at the end of this age.

Imprisoned at Patmos

The Isle of Patmos, located in the Mediterranean Sea just off the
mainland of Asia from the city of Miletus, is a tiny island to which John
had probably been banished by the Roman government “because of the

33
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES

The seven churches of Asia selected by Christ in verse 11 are worthy of
close scrutiny. We will treat them individually when we come to chapters
2 and 3, for there is a world of meaning contained in these messages.
Opinion is divided as to the extent to which the teachings gained in the
study of these messages to the churches can be taken. It is generally
agreed, however, that these messages can have four applications.

1. The Seven Churches of John’s Day

Obviously, these were literal churches with which John was familiar, for
much of his ministry had been conducted throughout that area of Asia.
The question that naturally comes to mind is: Why of the hundreds of
churches located in cities all over the world by this time (about sixty-three
years after the day of Pentecost) were these seven churches selected? It is
suggested that they also represent the seven basic divisions of church history.

2. The Seven Basic Divisions of Church History

A study of history reveals that the Church has gone through seven
basic periods or stages. Some prophecy scholars show how they parallel
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Antichrist, will be given a deadly wound. It is possible that at the mid-
way point of the Tribulation period, in the great war referred to as the sec-
ond war of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will be killed. (Apparently of
the ten kings the three not in unanimity with the Antichrist will try to
wrest control from him, probably at the same time the scarlet woman of
chapter 17 is thrown out of control.)

Revelation 17:8 indicates that his spirit will go down into the pit of
the Abyss where it belongs, but he will be resurrected. One must keep in
mind that this beast is the Antichrist. In other words, he will try to dupli-
cate everything Jesus Christ has done. This is significant in view of the
fact that the sign of our Lord’s deity appears in His resurrection. He said
that no sign would be given unto people except “the sign of the prophet
Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge
fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart
of the earth” (Matt. 12:39–40). Christianity is unique in that we worship
a resurrected, living Lord. The power of this testimony is beyond refuta-
tion to those who are real seekers after truth. When studied in the light
of 2 Thessalonians 2, it may well be the tool he will use to deceive
humankind.

R
A

PT
U

R
E

G
LO

R
IO

U
S

A
PPE

A
R

IN
G

Seal
Judgments

Rev. 6
Trumpet

Judgments
Rev. 8, 9

Bowl
Judgments
Rev. 15, 16

FIRST HALF OF TRIBULATION THE GREAT TRIBULATION

0310230055_04RevUnveiled.c21-28  8/8/05  2:01 PM  Page 217



The 144,000 Servants of God | 155
T

R
IB

U
L

AT
IO

N
SO

U
L

H
A

R
V

E
ST

E
Q

U
AT

IO
N

++
++

++
++

==
E

ff
ec

ts
 

of
R

ap
tu

re
 

on
 t

he
 

w
or

ld

14
4,

00
0

w
it

ne
ss

es
lik

e 
th

e
ap

os
tle

Pa
ul

H
ol

y
Sp

ir
it

lik
e 

on
th

e 
da

y 
of

Pe
nt

ec
os

t
(J

oe
l 2

:2
8–

30
)

C
ha

ot
ic

co
nd

it
io

ns
de

si
gn

ed
by

 G
od

to
 s

ha
ke

hu
m

an
it

y’
s

fa
ls

e 
se

ns
e

of
 s

ec
ur

it
y

W
or

ld
’s

la
rg

es
t

po
pu

la
ti

on

M
or

e
pe

op
le

 
co

nv
er

te
d

th
an

 in
th

e 
en

ti
re

C
hr

is
ti

an
di

sp
en

sa
ti

on

0310230055_03RevUnveiled.c15-20  8/8/05  2:00 PM  Page 155

FIFTEEN

The 144,000 Servants of God

0310230055_03RevUnveiled.c15-20  8/8/05  2:00 PM  Page 148

FIFTEEN

The 144,000 Servants of God

0310230055_03RevUnveiled.c15-20  8/8/05  2:00 PM  Page 148



W
O

R
L

D
P

O
P

U
L

A
T

IO
N

P
R

O
JE

C
T

IO
N

Billions of People

6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FR
O

M
A

D
A

M
T

O
A
.D

. 2
00

0
(b

as
ed

 o
n 

pa
st

 s
ta

ti
st

ic
s 

an
d 

fu
tu

re
 p

ro
je

ct
io

ns
)

C
R

E
AT

IO
N

– 
D

AW
N

O
F

H
IS

T
O

R
Y

A
SC

E
N

SI
O

N
18

30
19

30
19

60
19

75
19

95
20

00

Ed
en

-F
lo

od
-C

ap
tiv

ity
C

hu
rc

h 
A

ge

0310230055_03RevUnveiled.c15-20  8/8/05  2:00 PM  Page 159



TWENTY-TWO

The Beast Out of the Sea
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Antichrist, will be given a deadly wound. It is possible that at the mid-
way point of the Tribulation period, in the great war referred to as the sec-
ond war of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will be killed. (Apparently of
the ten kings the three not in unanimity with the Antichrist will try to
wrest control from him, probably at the same time the scarlet woman of
chapter 17 is thrown out of control.)

Revelation 17:8 indicates that his spirit will go down into the pit of
the Abyss where it belongs, but he will be resurrected. One must keep in
mind that this beast is the Antichrist. In other words, he will try to dupli-
cate everything Jesus Christ has done. This is significant in view of the
fact that the sign of our Lord’s deity appears in His resurrection. He said
that no sign would be given unto people except “the sign of the prophet
Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge
fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart
of the earth” (Matt. 12:39–40). Christianity is unique in that we worship
a resurrected, living Lord. The power of this testimony is beyond refuta-
tion to those who are real seekers after truth. When studied in the light
of 2 Thessalonians 2, it may well be the tool he will use to deceive
humankind.
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TWENTY-NINE

The Heavenly Hallelujah Chorus

Revelation 19:1–6

After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in
heaven shouting:

“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,

for true and just are his judgments.
He has condemned the great prostitute

who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.
He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”

And again they shouted:

“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” (Rev. 19:1–3)

The “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s Messiah is usually consid-
ered the most sublime expression of praise in the field of music. This
paean of praise will be totally eclipsed by the magnificent heavenly “Hal-
lelujah Chorus” of the future, described here in Revelation 19, which was
the source of Handel’s inspiration.

We have already seen that in order to understand the book of Reve-
lation, one must always keep in view whether the scene is depicted in
heaven or on earth. The contrast between the destruction of Babylon
described in chapters 17–18 and the rapturous songs of praise in chap-
ter 19 can be explained in terms of the specific relationship to time and
location. Chapters 17–18 depict the impending doom on earth of the
human race at the end of the Tribulation. Chapter 19 gives us a view of
rejoicing in heaven that God’s judgment is finally settled upon the earth;
no longer will anyone be permitted to rebel against Him.

In a vital sense the rejoicing in heaven in chapter 19 results from the
final triumph of good over evil, Christ over Antichrist, God over Satan,
and the Holy Spirit over the spirit of evil. Ever since the fall of Adam the
angelic creatures around the throne of God have anticipated that ulti-
mate day when the cup of human iniquity would be filled with abomi-
nations and God would finally judge the human race. This contrasts with
the attitude of people in the world, who will be weeping for the doom

289
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THIRTY-FOUR

The First Resurrection
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In order to live, the tribulation saints must be resurrected; this evi-
dently will take place while the angel is binding Satan, just prior to or at
the beginning of the millennial kingdom. Note the accompanying chart
of these three phases.

THE HAPPY AND HOLY ONES

Revelation 20:6 describes the eternal state of those taking part in the first
resurrection as “blessed and holy.” “Blessed” means “happy”; caused by
the blessing of God, such happiness is linked with holiness.

Human beings cannot enjoy uninterrupted blessing today because of
sin. All those resurrected in the first or believers’ resurrection will be res-
urrected holy. Thus the blessing of God, His original intent for the
human race, will never be withheld, because they will live eternally holy
and therefore eternally happy.

Those who partake of this first resurrection will be unusually happy
because “the second death has no power over them” (Rev. 20:6). Fear of
death is one of the primary causes of present unhappiness. People today
can escape mentally from it or try to amuse themselves until they are
unaware of it, but if they think at all, it disrupts what happiness they may
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THIRTY-FIVE

The Millennium and Church History
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THIRTY-SEVEN

The Great White Throne
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