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 Away with the King! 9

All the children of Abraham despised their overlords; they simply dis-
agreed about how to resist them.

Centuries earlier the prophets of Israel had promised a day when the 
Lord would deliver his people from their pagan rulers and establish his 
kingdom over the whole earth. On that day, they said, he would send an 
anointed ruler— a messiah— to bring an end to the corrupt world of the 
present and replace it with an eternal paradise. He would raise the dead 
and judge their actions in this world. The wicked would be punished, 

Major roads in Palestine at the time of Jesus’ ministry
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Jewish communities throughout the Roman Empire
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42 The Age of Catholic Christianity 

To sum up this flying tour of the early expansion of the church, we may 
say that by the end of the third century, no area of the empire was without 
some testimony to the gospel. The strength of this witness, however, was 
uneven. The strongest areas were Syria, Asia Minor, North Africa, and 

Christianity in the first and second centuries
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Athanasius, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church is still united with the (sub-
stantially diminished) Coptic Church of Egypt and stands as the most 
vibrant example of indigenous African Christianity.

The story of Christianity in Nubia is no less fascinating. There may 
have been a Christian presence in Nubia as early as the third century, but 
the first official record dates to the joint reign of the Byzantine emperors 
Justinian I (reigned 527–65) and his wife, Theodora (reigned 527–48), each 
of whom appointed their own respective mission to Nubia. Here we have 
a dramatic bit of palace intrigue: Justinian accepted the Chalcedonian 

Northeast Africa and Arabia
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Gods. Arius affirmed the Father as the genuine, great God, and the Son 
as subordinate.

Arius’s views were all the more popular because he combined an 
eloquent preaching style with a flair for public relations. In the opening 
stages of the conflict, he put ideas into jingles, which, set to simple tunes, 
were soon being sung by the dockworkers, the street hawkers, and the 
schoolchildren of the city.
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The doctrine of the early church was developed within this world.
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The Church is divided in the eleventh century.
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The crisis of mass invasions came with the sudden appearance of a 
new uncontrollable force— the Huns. Late in the fourth century this wave 
soon subjugated the easternmost Germanic tribe, the Ostrogoths. Terrified 
at the prospect of conquest by the advancing Huns, the Visigoths (or West 
Goths) petitioned the Romans to allow them to settle as allies inside the 
empire. Rome granted the request, and in 376 the entire tribe crossed the 

Invasion of the Western Empire by the Germans
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Death is the great divide. The wicked, said Thomas, pass into hell. 
The faithful who have wisely used the means of grace pass immediately to 
heaven. But the mass of humanity, who may have been Christian in desire 
and participants in the sacraments, has followed Christ inadequately and 
must suffer further purification in purgatory before attaining the joys of 
heaven. Thankfully these souls are not beyond the help of the church on 
earth. Prayers to the saints in heaven can prevail to relieve the pains of 
souls in purgatory.

Thus we come to the peak of ecclesiastical aspiration— and arrogance. 
Earth alone is not enough! The pope and his priests not only mediate the 
grace of God to sinners on earth— by the miracle of the Blessed Sacrifice 
and by their prayers for the dead— they reach beyond the grave to minister 
to suffering souls.

There was nothing new in this. It had been said many times before. But 
Thomas set the traditional teachings of the church in a grand, almost cos-
mic, framework. Like the Gothic cathedral, his system aimed at a perfect 
harmony between the aspirations of human beings and the light of God’s 
truth. It provided the papal monarchy an impressive supernatural view of 
this world and the next.
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decision of a general council. Which pope had those rights? In effect, canon 
law prohibited the reunion of Christendom! Was necessity a higher law?

A NEW POPE ELECTED

By 1409 a majority of the cardinals from both camps agreed that it was. 
They met for a general council at Pisa, on the west coast of Italy. They 
deposed both claimants to the papal chair and elected a third man, 
Alexander V. Neither of the two deposed popes, however, would accept the 
action of the council. So the church now had not two but three claimants 
to the chair of Peter.

Three popes at a time are too many by almost anyone’s standards, 
especially so when one of the popes preaches a crusade against another 
and starts selling indulgences to pay for it. This bizarre spectacle stirred 
Europe sufficiently to goad its leaders into firm action. In 1414 the Holy 
Roman Emperor assembled at the German city of Constance the most 
impressive church gathering of this era. Even the Greek Orthodox Church 
sent representatives.

For the first time voting took place on a purely national basis. Instead 
of the traditional assembly of bishops, the council included lay represen-
tatives and was organized as a convention of “nations” (German, Italian, 
French, and English, the Spanish entering later). Each nation had one vote. 
The national structure of the council was highly significant. It shows that 
the church was reluctantly coming to realize the new national alignment 
of power.

THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES

9780310115960_01_00i-280_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   2689780310115960_01_00i-280_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   268 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM



C H A P T E R  2 4

JUDGMENT IN THE PROCESS OF TIME
Wyclif and Hus

9780310115960_01_00i-280_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   2719780310115960_01_00i-280_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   271 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING

Evans, G. R. John Wyclif: Myth and Reality. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2006.
Fudge, Thomas A. The Magnificent Ride: The First Reformation in Hussite Bohemia. 

St. Andrews Studies in Reformation History. Aldershot, VT: Ashgate, 2008.
Heinze, Rudolph W. Reform and Conflict: From the Medieval World to the Wars 

of Religion, AD 1350–1648. Baker History of the Church 4. Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 2004.

McFarlane, John. Wycliffe and the Beginnings of English Nonconformity. London: 
English Univ. Press, 1952.

Spinka, Matthew, ed. Advocates of Reform. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1953.
——— . John Hus: A Biography. Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ. Press, 1968.
Workman, Herbert B. The Dawn of the Reformation: The Age of Hus. London: 

Epworth, 1933.
——— . The Dawn of the Reformation: The Age of Wyclif. London: Epworth, 1933.

9780310115960_01_00i-280_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   2809780310115960_01_00i-280_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   280 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM



THE AGE OF THE REFORMATION

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   2829780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   282 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM



C H A P T E R  2 5

A WILD BOAR IN THE VINEYARD
Martin Luther and Protestantism

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   2839780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   283 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING

Bainton, Roland. Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther. Nashville: Abingdon, 
1950.

Chadwick, Owen. The Reformation. Middlesex: Penguin, 1964.
Dillenberger, John. Martin Luther: Selections from His Writings. Garden City, NY: 

Doubleday, 1961.
Heinze, Rudolph W. Reform and Conflict: From the Medieval World to the Wars 

of Religion, AD 1350–1648. Baker History of the Church 4. Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 2004.

Marty, Martin. Martin Luther. New York: Penguin, 2004.
McGrath, Alister. Theology of the Cross: Martin Luther’s Theological Breakthrough. 

2nd ed. Malden, MA: Wiley- Blackwell, 2011.

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   2929780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   292 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM



C H A P T E R  2 6

RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP
The Anabaptists

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   2939780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   293 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING

Clasen, Claus- Peter. Anabaptism: A Social History, 1525–1618. Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
Univ. Press, 1972.

Estep, William R. The Anabaptist Story. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975.
Hershberger, Guy F. The Recovery of the Anabaptist Vision. Scottdale, PA: Herald, 

1957.
Littell, Franklin H. The Origins of Sectarian Protestantism. New York: Macmillan, 

1964.
Weaver, Denny. Becoming Anabaptist: The Origin and Significance of Sixteenth- 

Century Anabaptism. 2nd ed. Scottdale, PA: Herald, 2005.
Wenger, John Christian. Even unto Death. Richmond: John Knox, 1946.
Williams, George H., and Angel M. Mergal. Spiritual and Anabaptist Writers. 

Philadelphia: Westminster, 1957.
Van Braght, Thieleman J. Martyrs Mirror: The Story of Seventeen Centuries of 

Christian Martyrdom from the Time of Christ to AD 1660. Trans. Joseph F. 
Sohm. Scottdale, PA: Herald, 1950.

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   3029780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   302 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM



C H A P T E R  2 7

THRUST INTO THE GAME
John Calvin and Reformed Rule

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   3039780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   303 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM

York: Schocken, 1969.

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING

Cottret, Bernard. Calvin: A Biography. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000.
Ferm, Vergilius. Classics of Protestantism. New York: Philosophical Library, 1959. 
Harbison, E. Harris. The Christian Scholar in the Age of the Reformation. New 

York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1956.
McGrath, Alister. A Life of John Calvin: A Study in the Shaping of Western 

Culture. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1990.
McNeill, John T. The History and Character of Calvinism. New York: Oxford 

Univ. Press, 1967.
Parker, T. H. L. Portrait of Calvin. Philadelphia: Westminster John Knox, 2007. 
Walker, Williston. John Calvin, the Organizer of Reformed Protestantism. New 

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   3119780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   311 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM



C H A P T E R  2 8

THE CURSE UPON THE CROWN
The Church of England

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   3129780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   312 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING

McCulloch, Diarmaid. Thomas Cranmer: A Life. New Haven: Yale, 1996. 
Mozley, J. F. William Tyndale. New York: Macmillan, 1937.
Parker, T. M. The English Reformation to 1558. London: Oxford Univ. Press, 1960. 
Rupp, E. G. The English Protestant Tradition. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 

1966.
Rupp, Gordon. Six Makers of English Religion: 1500–1700. New York: Harper and 

Brothers, 1957.
Woodbridge, U. K. Thomas Cranmer: Churchman and Scholar. Rochester, NY: 

Boydell, 1993.

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   3199780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   319 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM



C H A P T E R  2 9

“ANOTHER MAN” AT MANRESA
The Catholic Reformation

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   3209780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   320 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING

Bireley, Robert. The Refashioning of Catholicism, 1450–1700. Washington, DC: 
Catholic Univ. of America Press, 1999.

Brodrick, James. The Origin of the Jesuits. London: Longmans, Green and Co., 
1949.

Daniel- Rops, Henry. The Catholic Reformation. New York: E. P. Dutton, 1962. 
Franzen, August. A History of the Church. Edited by John P. Dolan. Rev. ed. 

New York: Herder and Herder, 1969.
Noll, Mark A. Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity. 

Grand Rapids: Baker, 2000.
O’Malley, John W. The First Jesuits. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press, 1993. 
Thompson, Francis. Saint Ignatius Loyola. Westminster, MD: Newman Press, 

1950.
Wakefield, James L. Sacred Listening: Discovering the Spiritual Exercises of 

Ignatius Loyola. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006.

9780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   3299780310115960_02_281-604_ChurchHistory_int_SC.indd   329 4/26/21   1:26 PM4/26/21   1:26 PM



328 The Age of the Reformation 

Initially Luther’s followers thought him so obviously right that the 
Catholic Church would inevitably adopt his reforms. Others thought him 
so obviously wrong that sooner or later he would be burned as a heretic and 
his movement would wither away. After all, the past was strewn with the 
corpses of heretics. The point is, both parties— Catholic and Protestant— 
thought that they represented the one true, catholic church of Christ and 
their enemies a false version of it. That was certainly the spirit of Trent.

As time went on, however, the thinking of ordinary people reached, 
almost imperceptibly, a second stage. The uneasy, half- conscious convic-
tion grew that the conflict had reached a stalemate. Catholicism could not 
eradicate the new heresy, and Protestantism could not overthrow Rome. In 
this second stage, no one welcomed the stalemate status; they only slowly 
acknowledged it as a fact.

The vast majority of people were still convinced that religious truth 
was identifiable. Truth stood on one side, error on the other. Error meant 
not only individual damnation, but infection of others and destruction of 

Religious divisions at the end of the sixteenth century
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EFFECTS OF COLONIALISM AND INDIGENIZATION

Prior to the Second World War, much of the non- Western world was 
controlled politically by a relatively small number of Western countries: 
Britain, France, the Netherlands, and Portugal. Japan likewise had col-
onies in Asia. The end of World War II brought about a rapid process of 
decolonization in Latin America, Asia, and Africa. In Africa, for example, 
only four nations were independent in 1945. By 1975 most African nations 
had gained independence. The history of colonization created significant 
challenges for both the growth and perception of Christianity around 
the world.

Christianity predated colonial rule in many former colonies, such as 
India and Ethiopia, as we have seen in earlier chapters. Even so, India had 
a long history of Protestant missionary activity associated with colonial 
rule, and centuries of conflict with Roman Catholicism. Both Protestants 
and Catholics viewed the historic Mar Thoma Church with suspicion. 
Following decolonization the Indian government reduced the number 
of foreign missionaries in the country in an effort to curtail Western 
influence. Around the same time, the Indian government issued postage 

The north- south distribution of Christians by continent
Source: Todd M. Johnson and Gina A. Zurlo, World Christian 

Encyclopedia, 3rd ed. (Edinburgh Univ. Press, 2019)
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NOTES

1. The quotations in this chapter, as well as many vivid details, are from the
descriptions of Jesus’ times in Great People of the Bible and How They Lived
(Pleasantville, NY: Reader’s Digest Association, 1974), 308, 338, 370, 379–81.

2. The description of crucifixion reflects Bamber Gascoigne, The Christians
(New York: William Morrow, 1977), 17.

3. The description of Antioch as well as the quotation about Jerusalem and its
fall are from Great People of the Bible and How They Lived (Pleasantville,
NY: Reader’s Digest Association, 1974), 406, 407, and 390.

4. Great People of the Bible and How They Lived (Pleasantville, NY: Reader’s
Digest Association, 1974), 390.

5. The story about King Abgar is found in Eusebius’s Ecclesiastical History,
book I, section XIII.

6. Pliny’s letter to Trajan is recorded in A New Eusebius, ed. J. Stevenson
(London: SPCK, 1960), 13–14.

7. Celsus’s criticism of Christians comes from Origen’s Against Celsus, book III,
section 44.

8. Professor Ward Gasque’s introduction to Irenaeus and Tertullian is found
in Eerdmans’ Handbook to the History of Christianity, ed. Tim Dowley
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977), 75–77. This volume is one of the best
introductions to church history available.

9. I found The Early Church by Henry Chadwick (Middlesex: Penguin, 1967),
54–60, helpful in writing the section “Reasons for the Gospel’s Spread.”

10. Julian’s views of Christian behavior are in a letter to Arsacius, high priest of
Galatia, recorded in Sozomen’s Ecclesiastical History, vol. 16.

11. The Martyrdom of Polycarp is one of the better known stories from the early
church. It can be found in Early Christian Fathers, ed. Cyril C. Richardson
(Philadelphia: Westminster, 1953), 141–58.

12. I have drawn the contrast between Jewish and Christian proselytizing from
Paul Hutchinson and Winfred E. Garrison, Twenty Centuries of Christianity
(New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1959), 30–31.

13. This quote and much of the description of Nero’s persecution are drawn
from B. K. Kuiper, The Church in History (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988), 8.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY

In addition to the books mentioned at the end of each chapter and in the
notes, other reference books offer leads to material to satisfy the curiosity 

of the most eager student. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, 
ed. F. L. Cross and Elizabeth A. Livingstone, 3rd ed. (New York: Oxford 
Univ. Press, 2005), and The New International Dictionary of the Christian 
Church, ed. J. D. Douglas (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978), have articles 
and additional suggestions for reading on the issues within the chapters 
of this volume.

To pursue some interest stimulated by the chapters in this volume 
dealing with American Christianity, the student can also find articles and 
book suggestions in Dictionary of Christianity in America, ed. Daniel C. 
Reid (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1990).
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