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Read Matthew 19:14. How is Jesus “big on children,” as the author

says?

Clarence, Angel Second Class, has the simple faith of a child. Is
your faith too complicated? What are some ways you could simplify

your faith?
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Who are some of the underdogs that Jesus encountered in His
ministry? How was He a champion for them, and how did He
minister to them?

Ultimately, old man Potter is very alone on Christmas Eve. How do
greed and selfishness separate us from others?
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The gym dance is one of many joyful scenes in It’'s a Wonderful Life.
What are some of the things that have brought you joy in your faith
journey?

The author mentions that comfort, though alluring, doesn’t develop
character. What are some ways that God makes us uncomfortable
so that we can grow?
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The author calls this the most profound line in the film: “Each man’s
life touches so many other lives.” Think of the people you love the
most. What would your life be like without them, and theirs without
you?

What are some of the ways you matter in God’s vast universe?
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Which is worse: thinking too highly of yourself or too lowly? Or are
they of equal detriment? Why or why not?

Have you ever thrown a pity party for yourself? How did you feel
during it? Why do you think God does not want us to fall victim to
our own self-pity?
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George Bailey longs for adventure far away from Bedford Falls.
What are the differences between worldly adventures and the
adventure called faith?

Read Matthew 6:19-21. What do you think Jesus meant by
“treasures in heaven”?
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Just like with George and Mary, sometimes we have a day marked
by exhilarating highs and plummeting, discouraging lows that
sometimes make us feel like running away. How does God’s Word
help you through days like these?

Life is full of choices. Think of a significant day in your life when you
could have made a different choice. How might your life be different
now?
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Read Matthew 7:7. What are some ways God opened the door to
you when you sought His wisdom?

Like George approaching Mr. Gower, have you ever told the
truth even when you were nervous or hesitant to do so? What
happened? Was it worth it?




LESSON 9

° Y ©
Yo &

A

MMW‘}MBWW

It’'s a Wonderful Life is full of celebrations, including the one
welcoming the Martinis to their new home. What are some of God’s
blessings that you can celebrate right now?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. How does knowing you are a new creation
change your perspective?
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Interacting with someone we know nothing about can take us out of
our comfort zone. Why do you think God wants us to reach out to

and care for others unlike ourselves?

Think of acquaintances in your life that you wish you knew better.
What are some ways you can show God'’s love for them?
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Have you ever been on the receiving end of a hard truth? How did
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God use it for good?

Mr. Potter is deeply unhappy and seems devoid of humility. Why is
humility so important in our walk with God?
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The author writes that “we burn brightest when huddled together
with others.” Thinking of your own group or community, what are
ways that you shine brightly to the world?

Look up the definition of “accountability.” How is accountability
manifested in our faith journey?
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It’s a Wonderful Life offers subtle messages about materialism,

!ﬁo

a theme that also comes up often around Christmastime. Why is
having more not necessarily a spiritually healthy aspiration?

Sam Wainwright’s success is George’s constant reminder of
“what could have been.” What are the things in your life that give
you contentment and are more meaningful than the things you
possess?
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We all struggle with our attitudes. How does a good attitude affect
your family, friends, and faith? What about a bad attitude?

One of the highlights of the film is George’s rapturous change of
heart. Has something ever brought about such a change of heart in
your own life?
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Doubt often goes hand in hand with faith. What are some things you
are doubting right now that need to be given to the Lord in prayer?

Think of a time in your life when you were on the edge of despair.
How did prayer help give you the strength to “live again”? Read
Romans 8:35-39 as an encouragement.
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Acts of goodness and grace are often better done out of the public
eye. What are some ways you can make a difference in someone
else’s life behind the scenes?

George Bailey’s concern and respect for others is a persistent
theme throughout the film. List three ways Jesus showed this same
virtue in Scripture.
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Someone You Care

Think of three people important to you. What are some small
gestures you can make in the next week that will be very
meaningful to them?

Read Ephesians 5:15-20. Verse 16 encourages us to “[make] the
most of every opportunity.” Why is it important not to put off telling
someone you care?
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Imagine a place you've always wanted to go but simply haven’t
gone yet. Similarly, are there destinations you'd like to reach on your
faith journey? List them here and ask God to show you pathways to

reach them.

Sometimes life’s most transformational moments occur when we
leave the beaten path. When did this happen in your own life, and
where did you end up?




LESSON 19

\\v ST

Dot Seek (ot el .
bul fot Whel Py B

Mary Bailey sees the hidden potential of the old Granville house.
Imagining your own life as a house with many rooms, which rooms
have potential for transformation? Which ones would you leave as
is?

Mary’s solid practicality is a nice counterweight for George’s
dreamy ambitions. Who in your life keeps you grounded and how?
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Read James 1:27. How does charity (the act of looking outside of
ourselves and helping others in need) give us clarity?

Jesus said it’s better to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). What are
the ways that giving enriches our faith journey and draws us closer
to God?
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In spite of the disappointment, tragedy, and setbacks that George
has experienced in his lifetime, what are the things that make his life
decidedly worth living?

Read Luke 12:22-30. What does this passage teach us about the
struggles we face in our daily lives?
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Jesus cared deeply for children, which likely surprised His
contemporaries. Read Mark 10:13-16. What does it mean to
“receive the kingdom of God like a little child”?

Think of a child or young person who is significant in your life. What
are some ways you can uplift and encourage them this week?
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Think of people you know who work quietly behind the scenes,
making a difference in the lives of others, often without praise or
reward. List them here and offer up brief prayers, thanking God for
their service.

Read Matthew 6:1-8. What does this passage reveal about
“[practicing] your righteousness in front of others”?
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Consider all the communities you encounter on a weekly basis:
work, school, church, family, social groups, and so forth. How are
these groups made stronger by unity versus self-interest?

Living in peace with others can often be challenging in today’s
world. Who is someone you've had conflict with in your life? What
are some ways you can reach out and heal wounds to bring about
peace?
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The movie pointedly suggests throughout that the thing that
enriches life the most is sacrifice. Who made sacrifices in your life,
and how was your life enriched by those actions?

Who in your circle of friends needs life-affirming encouragement
this week? What ways can you help them recognize the value of
their own life?




LESSON 26

S( ‘ 7
<4 A
W ) A)

The GW Gifl You
Cany Grive Js (e

The author defines grace as “undeserved favor.” Have you ever
received grace instead of what you really deserved? What did you
learn from the situation?

Who needs a little grace in the upcoming month? What are some of
the ways you can express this act of kindness?
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We live in a fast-paced world where technology grants us access to
almost everything in a matter of seconds. Assess some areas in your
life where you need to slow down, list them here, and say a brief
prayer asking God to help you apply the brakes.

Have you ever been disappointed by not making a long-term
commitment to some endeavor or someone? How can God help
you stay the course and remain devoted?
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What does /t’s a Wonderful Life say about generosity? Why is
generosity important in our interactions with others?

What does the Bible say about generosity? Start with these
Scriptures: Psalm 112:5, Proverbs 19:17, Luke 6:38, Hebrews 13:16;
1 John 3:17.
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The author writes that Jesus sees beyond the labels placed on us
by others and ourselves into our very soul. What are some of your
deepest needs that you need to bring before the Lord?

An old saying goes, “You can’t judge a book by its cover.” Are there
people or situations that you initially misjudged? How did your
mindset change when you learned the truth?
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Have you ever wanted to get back at someone for something they
said or did? How did that situation play out? Why should we leave
vengeance up to the Lord?

What is the difference between revenge and justice? What are
some creative ways Mr. Potter could have received justice for
keeping the lost $8,000?
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The author describes continuity errors, imperfections, and

anachronisms within the film. How does God deal with errors and
imperfections in the lives of the people who love Him?

Unconditional love is a wonderful gift from God. What are some
innovative ways we can share this powerful gift with others?
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Materialism is a constant threat and temptation not only at
Christmastime but year-round. How does God help us combat the

allure of materialism?

The film argues that relationships are more valuable than riches.
Who are the people who have enriched your life beyond measure?
Take a brief moment to thank God for them.
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George Bailey does not arrive so easily to the truth that he has
touched the lives of many. Why are we humans so resistant to the
truth? Why does being confronted with the truth sometimes make
us angry?

Read Matthew 5:1-12. What truths does the Sermon on the Mount
reveal about humility?
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One might think “extraordinary” means especially ordinary, but
it actually means beyond ordinary. How does God use ordinary
people and circumstances to achieve extraordinary things?

Both the film and Scripture have a lot to say about friendship. Look
up John 15:12-13, then think of the friends who have enriched your
life. List them here and offer up prayers of gratitude to the Lord.
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The author defines bitterness as “self-induced misery.” Have
you ever been bitter about a certain situation and how you were
treated? How did God help you release your bitterness?

The old saying “Pride cometh before a fall” is actually modified from
Proverbs 16:18. Why is pride so harmful to our interactions and
relationships with others?
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Christmas is a good time not only to remember the value of people
but also the goodness of place. Think of a location important to
your life and list the reasons you treasure it.

Society constantly pressures us to keep up with the latest trend,
fad, technology, or celebrity. How do these things get in the way of
what really matters in our lives and our faith?
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Charitable giving often increases during the Christmas season. Do
people give out of guilt or genuine concern for others? If the end
result is the same, why is one motivation better than the other?

Take time to read the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke
10:25-37). What does this passage teach us about givers? About
recipients?
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Imagine suddenly becoming wealthy beyond your wildest dreams.
Would you be happier? Why or why not?

It’s hard to fathom the vast ripple effect a person’s life has on
others. Briefly consider your loved ones not being here. What are
some ways you can show gratitude to them this week?
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One definition of integrity is “the state of being undivided.” In this
sense, Mr. Potter and George are both undivided in their devotion to
certain values. Who is the better person and why?

Have you ever pursued a dream for the wrong reasons? What
kind of lessons did you learn or wisdom did you gain from the
experience?
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Who inspires you? Jot down their names and consider ways you
would like to thank them for their encouragement and inspiration.

The author writes that “people don’t forget kindness.” Who is your
favorite character in the film who ends up on the receiving end of
George’s kindness. Why?
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Think of a time when you made a sacrifice for the greater good of a
certain cause or relationship. Was it worth it? Why or why not?

The prevalent American concept of “having it all” is hard to resist.
How does relentlessly pursuing everything run counter to how God
wants us to live our lives?
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Who in your life has “helped you find the answers,” as Mrs. Bailey
says? What are some ways you can show your gratitude and thank
the Lord for their contribution to your faith journey?

The author refers to Mary Bailey as “one of those grow-where-
you're-planted types.” What does the parable of the sower
(Matthew 13:1-9) reveal about stewardship, discernment, and our
God-given talents?
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When desperate times come, our initial response is often panic.
What solution for desperation does Philippians 4:4-9 offer us?

Read Romans 8:28. Why does God often allow hardship to bring
about positive change in us? Think of a time this happened to you.
What did you learn?
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A core message in both the Bible and It’s a Wonderful Life is the
powerful impact a changed heart has on the lives of others. How
does George’s transformation in the film reflect how God’s grace
and love work toward our salvation?

Miracles aren’t limited to grand demonstrations, like walking on
water or raising someone from the dead. Small miracles occur
every day. What are some small miracles that have happened in
your life this week?
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Sometimes the world feels rushed, fretful, and chaotic; our hectic
lives are pulled in every direction. What are some ways this week
you can take a breath and explore God’s creation and the “wonder
of right now”?

Why is contentment so hard to come by? Is contentment
dependent on your age or mindset? What does the Bible reveal
about contentment? Look to Psalm 37:3-4, Ecclesiastes 3:13,

1 Timothy 6:6-11, and Hebrews 13:5 for a good start.
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What does it mean to be rich? Answer this question from an
emotional or spiritual perspective, not in terms of material wealth.

Read about Jesus healing a paralyzed man (Mark 2:1-12). Although
we may think of this story as one of faith, what does it reveal about
the power of friendship?
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The world can be a cynical place, making it difficult to connect
emotionally with others. What are some ways to reach across the
divides that separate us and express God’s love to others?

If we are created in God’s image, what can we discern about God’s
emotions toward us? About our emotions toward Him?
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Think of a time when you “gave your all,” but it didn’t seem like it
was good enough. How did God comfort you during this difficult
time?

Has your forgetfulness ever hurt someone who was depending on
you? What did the situation reveal about forgiveness and grace?
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God is in the business of changing hearts. Think of some Bible
characters who underwent significant change. What valuable truths
can we absorb from them?

If change is inevitable, why is it so difficult? Which character in the
film goes through the most change? Which one doesn’t change at
all? What are some takeaways we can learn from either character?
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Amid the stresses of your daily routine, who brings you back to
reality and reminds you of what really matters? Jot down their
names and say a brief prayer thanking God for their presence in
your life.

The Christmas season is the perfect time to celebrate the
innocence and unbridled joy of children. As an adult, what are some
ways you can return to those foundational emotions and see things
from a different perspective?
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Although /t’'s a Wonderful Life was a box-office disappointment in
1946, it is now considered one of the best Christmas movies ever
made. What does this tell us about growth and God’s timing?

God specializes in growing us over the long term. List some ways
that He has changed you over time, and breathe a brief prayer of
gratitude over each one.
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The author writes that “our own life stories can benefit from
revisions too.” What parts of your own story would you like to revise
and why? Which sections would remain exactly the same?

Director Frank Capra’s original script offered a tiny glimpse at
Mr. Potter’s possible redemption. Who are some of the Bible’s “bad
guys” that found redemption? What can they teach us about our

own lives?




