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Nero Caesar in Greek (Ne vrwn Kai flsar) 
transliterated into Hebrew (soe iurc) adds up 
to 666 = (b = 50) + ( r = 200) + ( u = 6) + ( i = 50) + 
( e = 100) + (o = 60) + ( r = 200).

Nero Caesar in Latin (Nero Caesar) transliterated 
into Hebrew (roe urc) adds up to 616 = (b = 50) + 
( r= 200) + ( u = 6) + ( e =100) + ( o =60) + ( r = 200). 

Nero in Greek (Nevrwn) adds up to 1,005 = 
(N=50) + (ev=5) + (r=100) + (w=800) + (n=50); 
murdered his own mother in Greek (i∆divan mhtevra 

a∆ pevkteine) also adds up to 1,005.
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What is the meaning of 666?

M ultitudes today assume that 666 is a number rep-
resenting a modern-day beast that is about to be 
revealed. Placing the Beast in the twenty-first cen-

tury, however, may well pose insurmountable difficulties.
First, the apostle John, author of Revelation, told a first-

century audience that with “wisdom” and “insight” they would 
be able to “calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s 
number. His number is 666” (Revelation 13:18). Obviously 
no amount of wisdom and insight would have enabled a 
first-century audience to calculate the number of a twenty-
first-century beast. It would have been cruel and dangerously 
misleading for John to suggest to first-century Christians that 
they could identify the Beast if, in fact, the Beast was a twenty-
first-century individual or institution.

Furthermore, unlike today, transforming names into num-
bers (gematria) was common in antiquity. For example, in the 
Lives of the Twelve Caesars, Roman historian Suetonius iden-
tified Nero by a numerical designation equal to a nefarious 
deed. This numerical equality (isopsephism) is encapsulated in 
the phrase: “Count the numerical values of the letters in Nero’s 
name, and in ‘murdered his own mother’ and you will find their 
sum is the same.” In Greek, the numerical value of the letters 
in Nero’s name (Greek: Ne vrwn, English transliteration: Neron) 
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The Legacy
Winter

(249 chapters)
Psalms—3 per week

Proverbs—1 chapter per day

Hebrew

Spring
(249 chapters)

Psalms—3 per week
Proverbs—1 chapter per day

Summer
(250 chapters)

Psalms—3 per week
Proverbs—1 chapter per day

Fall
(260 chapters)

Psalms—3 per week
Proverbs—1 chapter per day

J a n u a r y

A p r i l

J u l y

O c t o b e r

Genesis
Exodus

Joshua
Judges

Ruth
1 and 2 Samuel

Isaiah
Jeremiah

Lamentations

John
1, 2, 3 John
Revelation
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Reading Plan

Pentateuch and Hebrew Poetry
F e b r u a r y

M a y

A u g u s t

N o v e m b e r

M a r c h

J u n e

S e p t e m b e r

D e c e m b e r

Hebrew History

Hebrew Prophets

New Testament

Leviticus
Numbers

Deuteronomy

Job
Ecclesiastes

Song of Solomon

1 and 2 Kings
1 and 2 Chronicles

Ezra
Nehemiah

Esther

Ezekiel
Daniel

Hosea
Joel

Amos
Obediah
Jonah
Micah

Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah

Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

Romans
1 and 2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philppians

1 and 2 Thessalonians

1 and 2 Timothy
Titus

Philemon
Hebrews
James

1 and 2 Peter
Jude

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
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