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lifE in thrEE dimEnsions: thE 
blEssinGs of fAthEr AbrAhAm
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Abraham

Abraham to Moses (dates of early Israelite history are contested by scholars)

Isaac Jacob (Joseph)

Moses and Exodus (possible dates)
(Early date) (Late date)
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thE Good lifE:  
mosEs And his lAw

4
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Joshua and Conquest

From Moses 
to End of Joshua

Moses and Exodus
(Early date) (Late date)

(Early date) (Late date)

1500 BC 1400 1300 1200 1100 
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JusticE for All: thE violEncE 
of JoshuA And thE lovE of God
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For the 200 years after Joshua led 
the Jewish  people into the Prom-
ised Land, Israel is led by a series 
of judges, some of whom are wise, 
godly  people, under whose leader-
ship Israel does well, and others 
of whom are complete disasters. 
There is a prevailing sense of 
moral anarchy in Israel during this 
time. The book of Judges con-
tains, but by no means condones, 
some truly horrific stories. The 
book ends with a sentence that 
sums up the moral temperature of 

1400 BC 1300 1200 1100 1000 

Judges King David
(Early date) (Late date)

Joshua and Conquest
(Early date) (Late date)

From Joshua 
to David
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kinGdom comE: thE promisE 
And fAilurE of kinG dAvid
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From the End of the Old Testament to the Time 
of the Romans and the New Testament

Malachi c. 430 BC

334–323 Alexander the Great conquers the East

330–328 Alexander’s years of power

320 Ptolemy (I) Soter conquers Jerusalem

311 Seleucus conquers Babylon; Seleucid dynasty begins

226 Antiochus (III) of Syria conquers the Holy Land

223–187 Antiochus becomes Seleucid ruler of Syria

198 Antiochus defeats Egypt and gains control of the Holy Land

175–164 Antiochus (IV) Epiphanes rules Syria; Judaism is prohibited

167 Mattathia and his sons rebel against Antiochus; Maccabean revolt begins

166-160 Judas Maccabeus’s leadership

160–143 Jonathan is high priest

142–134 Simon becomes high priest; establishes Hasmonean dynasty

134–104 John Hyrcanus enlarges the independent Jewish state

103 Aristobulus’s rule

102–76 Alexander Janneus’s rule

75–67 Rule of Salome Alexandra with Hyrcanus II as high priest

66–63 Battle between Aristobulus II and Hyrcanus II

63 Pompey invades the Holy Land; Roman rule begins

63–40 Hyrcanus II governs but is subject to Rome

40–37 Parthians conquer Jerusalem

37 Herod becomes ruler of the Holy Land

19 Herod’s temple begun

4 Herod dies; Archelaus succeeds him
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thE wAit is ovEr (Almost): 
 JEsus And his GospEl
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Through the Mission of the Church 
to the End of the First Century

30 AD 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95

1, 2, 3 John written

Writing of Revelation

Roster for
poor widows

Conversion of
Paul 32?

Titus 79 – 81

Domitian 81 – 96
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