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Many people have never made a serious study of what tran-
spired immediately before Jesus’s crucifixion. They tend to jump
from Gethsemane to Golgotha, omitting most, if not all, the events
in between. In making that leap, they lose much of the history and
theology, not to mention the local color of Jesus’s era; as a result, they
overlook important details that led to the final verdict against Jesus.

Put bluntly, the trials that resulted in Jesus of Nazareth’s being
nailed to a cross provide the classic example of an unfair and illegal
rush to judgment. Biased and fallacious in every way, these trials rep-
resent the darkest day in the history of jurisprudence. The accused was
the only perfect and completely innocent person who has ever lived.
Yet He was declared guilty … guilty of crimes He never committed.
Tragically, His alleged crimes resulted in His being condemned to the
most painful form of capital punishment ever devised. Death for a
capital offense, according to first-century Roman law, was crucifixion.

Later we will discover why the trials, suffering, death, and subsequent
resurrection of Christ are, in fact, the bedrock truth of Christianity,
forming the foundation of the faith. Because this is true, I am all
the more surprised at how few followers of Jesus have carefully,
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The Six Trials of Jesus

Chronology of Events

Event Approximate Time

Prayer and agony at Gethsemane 1:00 a.m.
(Matthew, Mark, Luke)

Betrayal by Judas and arrest of Jesus 1:30 a.m.
(Mark 14:43–46; John 18:12)

Irregular, unauthorized inquiry at 2:00 a.m.
Annas’s residence (John 18:13–23)

Unofficial trial at Caiaphas’s residence 3:00 a.m.
(Matthew 26:57–68; John 18:24)

Formal, official trial before Sanhedrin 6:00 a.m.
in their chamber to confirm capital (“when it was day”)
sentence (Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66–71)

First interrogation by Pilate at 6:30 a.m.
official residence (Matthew 27:1–2, 11–14; (“when morning had come
Luke 23:1–7; John 18:28–38) . . . and it was early”)

Audience/mockery before Herod 7:00 a.m.
(Luke 23:8–12)

Final judgment of Pilate 7:30 a.m.
(All Gospels)

Scourging in Praetorium 8:00 a.m.
(All Gospels)

Nailing of hands and feet to the cross 9:00 a.m.
(All Gospels) (“it was the third hour”)

Darkness 12:00 Noon
(Matthew, Mark, Luke) (“when the sixth hour

had come, darkness fell”)

Death of Jesus 3:00 p.m.
(All Gospels) (“and at the ninth hour”)

In less than twenty-four hours, Jesus goes from arrest to execution.
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