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The Keller family moved into their 
new Allentown, Pennsylvania, house 
in 1967, the year before Tim (far left) 
started college at Bucknell. Tim’s 
mother, Louise, stands next to him, 
holding the family cat. Billy (center) 
died in 1998. Sharon stands next to 
their father, Bill (far right). 

Bucknell students went on strike in May 1970 to protest the National Guard killing of 
four Kent State students after President Nixon expanded the Vietnam War. Tim and other 
InterVarsity members engaged the striking students in evangelistic conversations.
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Barbara Boyd delivered her “Lordship Talk” at Bear Trap Ranch in Colorado, the 
InterVarsity camp Tim attended for a month in the summer of 1971. Boyd’s “Bible and 
Life” series provided him with his foundation for studying God’s Word.

Ed Clowney is the only close 
personal influence who knew Tim 
from his awkward Bucknell years in 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, through 
the Redeemer megachurch years 
in New York City. By the end of 
Clowney’s life, he and Keller were 
teaching together at Reformed 
Theological Seminary.
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C. S. Lewis mediated a dispute between twelve-year-old Kathy Keller and her English 
teacher in this letter from April 1963. His last letter to her was sent less than two weeks 
before he died on November 22, 1963. Kathy shared her love for Lewis’s Narnia series 
with Tim.
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Francis Schaeffer advised R. C. Sproul on 
plans for Ligonier Valley Study Center based 
on the fruitful but exhausting experience of 
L’Abri in Switzerland.

Classes offered by 
Ligonier Valley 
Study Center the 
summer before 
Tim and Kathy 
began seminary 
illustrate 
the broader 
Reformed revival 
underway in the 
Pittsburgh area 
during the early 
1970s.

Al
ph

a 
H

is
to

ri
ca

 / 
Al

m
ay

 S
to

ck
 P

ho
to

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f L

ou
is

e 
M

id
w

oo
d



R. C. Sproul’s ask-anything “gabfests” 
became a Monday night highlight at 
Ligonier Valley Study Center. Tim 
did the same on Sunday nights for his 
Hopewell church.

The faculty of Gordon-
Conwell Theological 
Seminary offered students 
like the Kellers a theological 
smorgasbord that continued 
to nourish them over 
decades of ministry.

Gordon-Conwell students 
sensed they were part of 
something new and exciting at 
the school led by the architects 
of American evangelicalism.
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Roger Nicole (left) and J. I. Packer (center) gave Tim models of theological 
conviction with an irenic spirit. Sometimes Nicole presented opposing views 
so effectively that students couldn’t help but conclude that Nicole’s own view 
was wrong.

The “notoriously absentminded” Richard Lovelace (right) introduced Tim to 
the pneumodynamics in writers as diverse as Flannery O’Connor and John 
Owen.
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Elisabeth Elliot taught both Kellers in her Gordon-Conwell class on “Christian 
Expression in Speech, Writing, and Behavior.” The tall, imposing, and deeply 
convictional Elliot shaped both Tim and Kathy in what came to be known as the 
complementary roles of men and women in the church and home.

The Kellers dedicated their book The Meaning of Marriage to “the Robins,” a group of 
friends from the Gordon-Conwell days who have stuck close through theological changes, 
child-rearing, and vacations together. Left to right, the couples are (women in foreground) 
Gayle and Gary Somers, Cindy and Jim Widmer, Kathy and Tim Keller, Louise and David 
Midwood, and Jane and Wendy Frazier. Not pictured: Adele and Doug Calhoun.
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The first issue of Table Talk, edited by Tim and several other Gordon-
Conwell students, featured his article “Hermeneutical Nestorianism,” 
which sharply criticized two professors of New Testament.

David Midwood (left) 
joined Tim in founding the 
Edmund P. Clowney Fan 
Club at Gordon-Conwell. 
Among Tim’s closest friends, 
David died of colon cancer 
in 2014.
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Tim returned to his alma mater of Gordon-Conwell 
to deliver the 2016 spring convocation address. By this 
time, he had become a world-renowned church leader, 
in contrast to his days as an intelligent but overlooked 
student.

Tim and Kathy joined more than 
seventeen thousand young Christians 
at Urbana ’76, which featured speakers 
Billy Graham, John Perkins, Edmund 
Clowney, Elisabeth Elliot, and Helen 
Roseveare. John Stott delivered four 
expositions on the biblical basis for 
missions.

John Stott gave Tim his first model 
for expositional preaching. To 
Keller, Stott did more than anyone 
else in creating evangelicalism 
as the middle space between 
fundamentalism and liberalism.
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Hopewell, Virginia, became the focus 
of an environmental scandal just before 
the Kellers arrived in this former home 
of a DuPont dynamite factory. All three 
Keller sons were born in Hopewell.

Tim’s meager salary in 
Hopewell didn’t include a 
book budget. But friends and 
family gave him Banner of 
Truth titles for Christmas, 
and he read them throughout 
the following year. His 
favorite authors included 
Thomas Brooks, John Owen, 
and Charles Spurgeon.

Tim (back row, third from left) joined the faculty of Westminster Theological 
Seminary in 1984 and took over his mentor Edmund Clowney’s courses on 
preaching and pastoral leadership.
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Harvie Conn served as Tim’s 
department chair in practical 
theology at Westminster 
Theological Seminary. Conn’s 
emphasis on contextualization 
paved the way for his colleague 
Keller to plant a city center 
church in New York.

Jack Miller was Tim and 
Kathy’s pastor for five 
years, from 1984 to 1989, 
at New Life Presbyterian 
Church in Glenside, 
Pennsylvania. Before the 
Kellers planted Redeemer 
in New York, New Life 
showed them how a 
culture of gospel renewal 
applied to social justice, 
worship, evangelism, and 
missions.
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New York in the 1970s and 1980s earned 
a reputation for high crime levels, which 
discouraged many Christians from 
moving there to evangelize and start 
churches. Early Redeemer members 
prayed for the renewal of the city and 
believed those prayers were answered as 
the city prospered in the 1990s.

In June 1989, the Kellers moved to Roosevelt Island in the East River and have never 
changed apartments. They found on the island a relatively quiet place in the city to raise 
their family.

Silence descended over New York after the initial cacophony of 
planes crashing, towers collapsing, and ambulances racing. Not 
long after the Tuesday attacks, Tim’s mind turned to his Sunday 
message, which was heard by nearly double Redeemer’s normal 
attendance.
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Overseen by Kathy Keller, the fundraising 
brochure for what would become Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church touted the opportunity 
for ministry in this capital of finance, 
education, politics, and art.

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f K

at
hy

 K
el

le
r



Yvonne Sawyer (bride 
in white) served as the 
first leader of Hope for 
New York, Redeemer’s 
mercy ministry. In the 
only wedding ceremony 
Tim ever included in a 
regular worship service, 
he preached his famous 
message “The Girl 
Nobody Wanted.”

When Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
opened the $50 million W83 facility in 
2012, it was the first new Manhattan 
church building in forty years.
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As cofounder and vice president of 
The Gospel Coalition, Tim drafted its 
theological vision for ministry, which 
was debated and adopted by the full 
council of pastors at a 2007 meeting 
on the campus of Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School north of Chicago.

Tim and Kathy share a lighthearted moment as they participate in a panel about the roles 
and gifts of men and women during The Gospel Coalition’s 2014 women’s conference in 
Orlando, Florida.

During The Gospel 
Coalition’s inaugural 
2007 national 
conference, Tim 
delivered a message 
on “gospel-centered 
ministry” in which he 
extolled Jesus Christ 
as the “true and better” 
fulfillment of God’s 
redemptive plan.
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Charles Taylor became a staple influence on Tim’s 
thinking, writing, and teaching after 2013. Keller read 
Taylor’s monumental book A Secular Age twice, line by 
line, in two years.

Tim’s diagnosis of pancreatic cancer in 2020, along with the COVID-19 pandemic, kept 
him largely confined to his Roosevelt Island home with Kathy. Not since seminary had the 
Kellers spent so much time together, and Tim continued to recommend his favorite books, 
new and old.

Tim (left) joined author 
Collin Hansen at 
Samford University in 
Birmingham, Alabama, 
after lectures on pastoral 
ministry and faith and 
work on Election Day, 
November 8, 2016.
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