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c h a P T e r  F I V e

Hostility with the Creeks

“Fear is better than love with an Indian.”

—Major general Andrew Jackson

i n  o c T o b e r  1 8 0 0 ,  a powerful Napoleon in a secret 

treaty inf luenced Spain to return the city of New Orleans to 

French control. France had lost all its North American pos-

sessions in the French and Indian War (1754–63), and Spain, 

or as Jackson called them, “the Dons” controlled all access to 

the Gulf. Napoleon desired to reestablish the French presence 

in America, and the port city was key to his plan. A successful 

revolt in the island nation of Haiti, coupled with a war in Europe, 

however, changed his mind. President Jefferson recognized the 

need for access to the river and further westward expansion 

for the nation to grow and prosper. Therefore, he sent Robert 

Livingston, later joined by James Monroe, to Paris to discuss 

00-01_Jackson_gen.indd   43 5/11/12   3:53 PM

Tecumseh and his brother known as “The Prophet.”

Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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Tecumseh (1768–1813) Shawnee leader of the Native 
American coalition fighting against the forces of the 
united States military.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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Rachel Donelson Robards 
Jackson (1767–1838) 
beloved wife of Andrew 
Jackson.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

A young Maj. general 
Andrew Jackson

Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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c h a P T e r  e I G h T

Old Hickory Faces Mutiny

“Mutiny and desertion . . . will be put down.”

—Jackson upon hearing his men 
were preparing to leave

l e s s  T h a n  a  week after the massacre at Tallushatchee, 

another opportunity arose for Jackson to engage Red Eagle. 

The friendly Indian town of Talladega, about thirty miles from 

the newly built Fort Strother where his army was bivouacked, 

was under siege. A chief, under the skin of a hog with the head 

and feet still attached, managed to escape the encirclement and 

inform Jackson of their desperate situation. The Red Sticks 

had surrounded the village of about 150 souls and, seeking 

to make an example of what happened to traitorous Indians, 

were starving them out. Jackson could not let that happen and 

still maintain credibility among the wavering friendly villages. 

Although lacking supplies and still having no sight of promised 
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Rachel Donelson Robards 
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beloved wife of Andrew 
Jackson.
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A young Maj. general 
Andrew Jackson

Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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An older “Aunt Rachel” as she was known to the 
children of the area.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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123

c h a P T e r  T w e l V e

New Orleans: Preparation 
for Battle

“Is this your backwoodsman?”

“he is a prince.”

—Socialites of New Orleans upon meeting Jackson

“By the eternal, they shall not sleep on our soil!”

—Jackson upon hearing the British were ashore

i n  1 8 1 4  n e w  Orleans was a polyglot city of twenty thou-

sand inhabitants, located about one hundred miles from where 

the muddy Mississippi empties into the Gulf of Mexico. 

Admitted to the Union only two years before, many of its citi-

zens still did not consider themselves Americans. Composed of 

French Creoles, plantation owners, descendants of old Spanish 
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The British defeat at the Battle of New
 Orleans, January 8, 1815.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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Jackson and his ragtag band of Am
ericans defeats the British under Sir Edw

ard 
Packenham

.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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191

c h a P T e r  e I G h T e e n

Jackson as President

“well, for Mr. Jackson’s sake, I am glad; for my part, I 

never wished it.”

—Rachel Jackson on hearing he had become president

T h e  P o l i T i c a l  q u e s T i o n  in 1824 was this: Could 

the hero of New Orleans parlay his personal popularity into the 

highest office in the land? Was 1824 the year when popularly 

elected candidates and not those chosen by congressional cau-

cuses could win? With the adoption of the Constitution in 1787, 

only adult white male property owners participated in the politi-

cal process (it was not until July 1971 with the passage of the 

Twenty-sixth Amendment that lowered the voting age to eigh-

teen that the last of these restrictions ended). The belief was that 

the common citizen could not be trusted with power. In 1824, 

however, most states were dropping the property requirement, 

00-01_Jackson_gen.indd   191 5/11/12   3:53 PM

The British fleet bom
barding Fort M

cH
enry, Septem

ber 13–14, 1814. Francis Scott 
key, an Am

erican law
yer negotiating an exchange of prisoners onboard a British 

ship, observed the battle and penned the “Star-Spangled Banner.”

Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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Aseola, Chief of the 
Seminole nation.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

Andrew Jackson 
as President of the 
united States.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress
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