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T h r e e

Atheists Don’t Do Benevolence
With respect to volunteer effort, two-thirds of 
churchgoers give their time to non-profit causes 
while only 43 percent of non-attendees do likewise. 
And churchgoers put in twice as many hours 
volunteering.

— M a C l e a n ’ s  m a g a z i n E ,  m a y  6 ,  2 0 10 1

a mong the m a ny th Ings for wh Ich chr Istopher h I tchens 
has gained notoriety is a challenge he puts to his audiences 
or readers: “Name me an ethical statement made or an action 
performed by a believer that could not have been made or 
performed by a non-believer.”2 The idea is that there is no 
good thing that a Christian can do that an atheist cannot do 
also. At first blush, this challenge seems to have merit. An 
atheist can, for instance, perform works of charity and main-
tain high moral standards just as any Christian is supposed 
to do. But that is, as I have said, only at first blush, because 
the “challenge” is a sham. It’s kind of like asking, “What can 
an herbivore eat that a carnivore cannot eat also?” After all, 
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a great deal more than that. It was the difference between 
meeting minimal physical needs and providing for those of 
the soul. I looked for any work that might have been done 
by atheist mission teams, but then it occurred to me that 
the whole diabolical orphanage system was their singular 
contribution to the misery that prevailed in these places.

Sasha, chattering in an endless stream of Russian, led us 
from room to room like captives before a Roman triumph. 
Opening a drawer, she produced the letters we had sent 
her. She introduced her friends—and even one or two with 
whom she appeared to be on less-cordial terms. That they 
all had been expecting us was clear. Children came from all 
over the orphanage to see us. Adoption was not so common 

Photo by Christopher Taunton

The orphanage grounds.
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F o u r

Show Me the Money
Be aware that corruption is widespread among 
Ukrainian police, and tourists are an especially 
profitable target.

— u k r a i n e  t r a v e l  G u i d e 1

the ne x t day was cr Isp a nd cle ar.  se t tl Ing Into our 
hotel—a small apartment, really—Lauri made the place feel 
as cozy as possible and prepared for Sasha’s visit. Meanwhile, 
the boys and I explored the neighborhood, locating such 
essentials as Wi-Fi connectivity and McDonald’s. Our apart-
ment, just off of Deribasovskaya Street in the heart of the city, 
was perfectly located. The area looked something like the 
French Quarter in New Orleans, without the trashy element 
and Katrina flood damage. It was fashionable and clearly new.

Driving to the orphanage with Viktor would become 
part of a daily adventure for me. By any American standard, 
Viktor was an aggressive driver. By Ukrainian standards, he 
drove like an old lady, and that suited me fine. The Overseas 
Security Advisory Council warns travelers to Ukraine:
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“Sasha!” Lauri extended her arms and gathered Sasha 
up in a hug as she entered the apartment. Lauri had suc-
ceeded in giving the little three-room unit warmth. A hearty 

Photo by Larry Alex Taunton

Sasha’s first day with us at our apartment in Odessa. Zachary (standing) 

and Christopher (kneeling) greeted her warmly.
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F o u r T e e n

Free at Last
Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more!

— h e n r y  v,  a C T  3 ,  S C E n E  1

be f o re  h I s  h I g h ly  p u bl I c I z e d  at t e m p t  to  J u m p  ov e r 
thirteen Merlin buses at Wembley Stadium in London in 
1975, American daredevil Evel Knievel met with broad-
caster Frank Gifford in the press box for an interview. 
Gifford noticed that Knievel, studying the jump site on the 
field below, looked unsettled.

“What’s wrong?” asked Gifford.
“I can’t jump that,” Knievel replied. “There are supposed 

to be thirteen buses down there. That’s fourteen!”
“Perhaps you can get them to move one.”
The daredevil shook his head. “You can’t just start mov-

ing everything around. The calculations for a jump like this 
have to be precise. Besides, that would take hours.”

Gifford understood. “Then I guess you are not going to 
make the jump.” It was a statement, not a question.
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up on the futon in the den, her temporary bed until we got 
back home. Within minutes she was asleep. I imagined sugar 
plum fairies dancing in her head. Sitting next to her, I couldn’t 
help but wonder at the journey that had brought her to us—
ten years and three orphanages. This was the first night in her 
whole life that she was not in one of them. The ransom paid, 
Sasha was free. Free, at least, to be what she might be without 
that system’s gravitational force weighing down her life.

Did Sasha really understand the significance of it all? 
It is hard to say, but I think she did. Sasha understood that 
she now had brothers. She understood that she now had a 
mother and a father. That, more than anything else, excited 
her. “I prayed that God would let me have a family,” she 
would later tell us. It seems her heavenly Father heard that 
prayer. “And [Jesus] said to them, ‘Whoever receives this 
child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me 

Photo by Christopher Taunton

Sasha’s first night of freedom in the apartment in 

Odessa.
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S e v e n T e e n

“Regarding Sasha . . .”
I have found that I have no unusual endowments 
of intellect, but this day I resolve that I will be an 
uncommon Christian.

— D av i D  l i v i n g S T o n E

e very ye ar,  thousa nds of a mer Ica n churches send ou t 
short-term missionaries to the four corners of the globe. 
They improve basic water and electrical infrastructure, 
provide medical care, build homes and churches, distrib-
ute Bibles, teach English, and through these humble acts 
of service, demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ. Some of 
these missionaries pay their own way. Others raise their 
support. The teams are diverse, consisting of high school 
and college students, young professionals and retirees, 
stay-at-home mothers and high-powered executives—all of 
whom have taken time from otherwise busy lives to meet 
the needs of others.

In June 2008, Lauri and our three boys were part of 
just such a trip to Odessa, Ukraine, a mission of mercy 
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to Orphanage #17. The men worked to improve facilities, 
while the women and students busied themselves with the 
children. As the team constructed picnic tables, they also 
engaged the children in arts-and-crafts activities, sporting 
events, and even a talent show. By week’s end, friendships 
had flourished as lives were touched.

No life was more affected than Sasha’s. She participated in 
Lauri’s Bible class, excitedly trying to answer all of the ques-
tions. She sang and danced during the talent show. Above 
all, she loved game time. Our oldest son, Michael, who was 
twenty at the time, led this activity. The orphanage grounds 
did not lend themselves to anything elaborate. There were no 
soccer or baseball fields and no gymnasiums or swimming 
pools. Indeed, there was precious little grass. Even so, with 

Photo by Christopher Taunton

Michael with Sasha during a mission trip to Orphanage #17.
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n i n e T e e n

Sasha’s New Beginning
But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the 
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God.”

— l u k E  18 : 16

The LosT Boys of  sudan,  a n e xcellent 2008 documentary, 
chronicles the story of two African refugees’ flight from 
their civil war–torn home and their subsequent journey to 
America. Orphaned by the war, the boys survive dangers 
of every kind before escaping their native land—they are 
pursued by lions, attacked by militia, and forced to endure 
the hardships of a refugee camp. Finally, their ordeal appar-
ently over, they arrive in the United States. As an American 
viewer, you are sure that this is the happy ending you have 
been waiting for. After all, they are safe, right?

On the contrary, their new home holds fresh and subtler 
dangers—churches offer them sincere but fleeting assis-
tance; the boys frequently hold hands, as friends do in their 
own culture, only to discover, to their horror, that some think 
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“Vee vill, vee vill—vacuum!”
“That version is just fine,” Lauri said, reclining comfortably 

in her seat. “I like that one.”
Sasha, unaware that she was pledging herself enthusi-

astically to a life of servitude, stood with fists pumping the 

Photo by Christopher Taunton

Sasha meets the Birmingham Barons’ mascot.
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after an hour, she took off, no longer in need of my assistance, 
a general “whoop” went up from the whole park. With a broad 
smile gracing her face, Sasha propelled the bike forward and 
took in the encouraging cheers with the enthusiasm of a Tour 
de France winner.

Driving home, I was full of admiration for her. The girl’s 
got moxie, I thought. Lauri and I had both noticed it. It is 
a characteristic that would serve Sasha well, for there were 
untold challenges ahead. Reliving the moment with her fam-
ily, she referred to herself in the third person. “Sasha”—at this 
point, she simulated riding a bike. “Papa”—here she mimed 
running, added panting for special effects, and pointed at 
me—“like a dog!” Her sense of humor was in full bloom.

Photo by Christopher Taunton

Sasha learns how to ride a bike.
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T w e n T y

Is America Safe?
This is an age of the world when nations are 
trembling and convulsed. A mighty influence is 
abroad, surging and heaving the world, as with an 
earthquake. And is America safe? Every nation that 
carries in its bosom great and unredressed injustice 
has in it the elements of this last convulsion.

— F r o m  h a r r i E T  b E E C h E r  S T o w E ’ S 

u n C l e  t o M ’ s  C a B i n 1

I  h ave wr I t ten some very tough th Ings abou t ukr a Ine 
and the adoption process in that country. I have given an 
unvarnished picture of an industry that deals in the exploi-
tation of children and a country that cares little for the “least 
of these.” There is much more that I could say—requests 
for money (always cash) to destinations unknown, hints of 
abuse, and rumors of corruption so vile that I will not here 
repeat them.

No doubt, some readers will be uncomfortable with these 
characterizations. To buttress their authority on the subject, 
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you can have him. I’ll even throw in his dish and a doggie 
bone. What we encountered was a criminal, passive indiffer-
ence where children were treated like any other commodity, 
and if you wanted a child, you would have to pay.

And there you have it, two competing policies on 
adoption, both bad, within the same government. At the 
national level, the government, trying to make Ukraine 
look as attractive as possible to the EU, wants to hide the 
plight of their vast orphan population rather than solve it; 
at the municipal and regional level, a corrupt bureaucracy 
seeks to parlay foreign interest in Ukrainian orphans into 
a profitable industry. Conveniently, the propaganda about 
international adoptions is used (generated?) to the advan-
tage of both—by one to deny adoptions, by the other as 
leverage for more money from those who want to adopt.

This brings me to my point, a question, really: How does 
a given society arrive at a place where it not only tolerates 

Photo by Hannah Slamen

Sasha and her dad, the author.
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As militant secularists rush to banish Christianity from 
American public life, I have sought to give you a snapshot of 
what this country—indeed, what any country—will look like 
should they succeed. For grasping the other arm of America 
is the hand of unbelief. Its effect is exactly the opposite of 
Christ’s. What it touches, it destroys. That it has already done 
so to a large degree is evidenced in: the blight of abortion; a 

Photo by Christopher Taunton

Sasha and her mom, Lauri.
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creeping socialism that many mistake for Christian charity; 
the breakdown of the family; the advancement of the homo-
sexual agenda; a rapid rise in crime; a corresponding decline 
in education; and suicides on a scale hitherto unknown. 
American society itself stands to be orphaned, cut off from 
its rich Christian heritage. Mercifully, Jesus Christ has not 
yet relinquished his grip. He seeks to redeem our world one 
life, one soul, at a time. I am reminded of this every time I 
see Sasha.

As I write, our family vacations on the Gulf Coast. From 
my window, I look out on emerald waters as they gather 
into white foam and gently roll upon the shore, each day 
tearing down and sculpting anew the dunes into curious 
forms. Running through the surf is a girl. It is Sasha. She 
is laughing as her brothers test their skill on a small board 
and crash into the waves. Her skin is deeply tanned, and 
her hair, made blonder by the sun, is long and follows in her 

Photo by Larry Alex Taunton

Sasha and her brothers. From left, Michael, 

Christopher, Sasha, and Zachary.
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wake like a flame. Everything in her bearing emanates vital-
ity and happiness. She is beautiful.

In the year that Sasha has been with us, she has grown 
seven inches taller and gained twenty pounds. Her HIV is 
well managed and her teeth are healthy. When she is not 
swimming, she is supposed to wear her glasses, though 
she often has to be reminded. She has forgotten most of 
her Russian and instead chatters away in an easy if heavily 
accented English.3 She loves to shop, to play with Blitz, and to 
cook. A budding fashionista, she is quick to offer me advice 
on what I wear. Her faith is the simple and strong faith of a 
child. She enjoys stories from the Bible, and when she prays, 
she gives thanks to God for her family before all else.

In Sasha, Jesus Christ has made an answer to the wisdom 

Photo by Christopher Taunton

Sasha with Blitz, at Lake Martin.
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e P i L o g u e

The Debate Ends
The Judeo-Christian tradition has formed us in 
the west; we are bound to it by ties which may 
often be invisible, but which are there nonetheless. 
It has formed the shape of our secularism; it has 
formed even the shape of modern atheism.

— F l a n n E r y  o ’ C o n n o r  i n  M y s t e r y  a n d  M a n n e r s

a lmost two years after our dIscussIon In the restaurant, 
Christopher Hitchens and I met again, this time at his 
Washington, D.C., apartment. His lovely wife, Carol, and 
his sweet daughter, Antonia, were gracious enough to host 
me for a pleasant breakfast before Hitch and I headed south 
on an eleven-hour road trip to Birmingham. Some five 
months after he was diagnosed with esophageal cancer, 
I was shocked by his appearance. Heavy doses of chemo-
therapy had left him emaciated and hairless, except for his 
eyelashes. His clothes hung off of him as though he were a 
boy wearing a man’s garments. He was, nonetheless, look-
ing forward to our journey, having packed a picnic lunch 
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Overall, the debate was a hard-fought but friendly affair. 
Perhaps the most critical moment of the contest came when 

Photo by Christopher Taunton

The marquee for the debate.
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champions. All of the clever theories contained in his books, 
lectures, and drawing room conversations seemed hollow 
before Sasha because the testimony of her life trumped any 
argument he could make against the gospel. But isn’t that 
the grace effect? Working quietly, humbly, and animated by 
a Great Hope, it changes lives, even the lives of those who 
do not believe in it. Christopher smiled at her once more. 
Yes, I thought, that is the grace effect indeed.

Photo by Hannah Slamen

Sasha and the rest of the Taunton family at her brother Michael’s 

wedding. Sasha was a bridesmaid.
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Sasha catches the bouquet at her brother’s wedding.

Photo by Hannah Slamen

Sasha and her brothers.
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Sasha catches the bouquet at her brother’s wedding.

Photo by Hannah Slamen

Sasha and her brothers.
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The Grace Effect  

Discussion Guide

I. The Debate Begins (preface and prologue)

 There have been innumerable debates about God’s existence, 
the credibility of the Gospel accounts, and so on. These are 
important issues. But the question here is the most practi-
cal of all: What kind of society do we want to live in? Is it 
preferable to live in a society primarily influenced by a Judeo-
Christian worldview or in one that is atheistic in nature? This 
section presents the relevant arguments offered at a late-
night gathering of seasoned—but friendly—combatants who 
disagree on this question.

 1. It may seem surprising that these men went to 
dinner after an intense public debate. How do 
you think a friendship between an atheist and 
a Christian could be of mutual benefit? Do you 
think it is a true friendship? Why or why not?
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The Grace Effect Discussion Guide 

 2. Hitchens believes that “man is unquestionably 
evil.” Do you agree? If so, how do you define “evil”?

 3. Taunton and Lennox draw a distinction between 
the conduct of self-professed Christians and the 
actual teachings of Christ as recorded in the 
Gospels. Is this differentiation a sufficient defense 
against Hitchens’s criticisms of the behavior of 
the Russian Orthodox Church and televangelists? 
Why or why not?

 4. Is it your perception that, as Taunton insists, 
the civil rights movement is an “example of evil 
defeated by a people who were motivated by a 
Christian conscience”?

 5. On the whole, do you think Christianity is a force 
for good or evil in modern society? Why?

recommended re ad Ing : God Is Not Great, Christopher 
Hitchens; Has Science Buried God? John Lennox

recommended v Ie w Ing : Is God Great? A debate between 
Christopher Hitchens and John Lennox (available on the 
Fixed Point Foundation website: www.fixed-point.org)

II. An Atheistic Society Is Without (Much) Grace (chaps. 1–3)

 This part of the book describes the Christian concept of 
common grace and how it informs our cultural attitudes. 
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According to Taunton, this “grace effect” is an observable 
phenomenon—life is demonstrably better where authentic 
Christianity flourishes. This section records the expecta-
tions and first impressions the Tauntons had when they 
arrived in Ukraine. That Ukraine is culturally different 
from America is not relevant to the debate. All cultures dif-
fer in ways that have no significant implications: Americans 
drive on the right side of the road; British, on the left. Very 
well. But the contrasts emphasized here reveal moral stan-
dards of fairness and compassion. Many of the Ukrainian 
expectations and attitudes show how little common grace 
has influenced their government.

 1. What are some encouraging signs of common 
grace in the first experience the Tauntons have in 
Kiev? Which convey a lack of common grace?

 2. What factors do you think account for why 
atheists give significantly less to nonprofits than 
Christians do?

 3. It is clear that Ukrainians tolerate and incubate 
many cultural norms that subvert the sanctity 
of life. In what major areas of the culture do 
Americans tolerate and incubate the devaluing of 
human life?

recommended re ad Ing : The Devil’s Delusion, David 
Berlinski

00-01_Grace Effect.indd   245 9/14/11   1:12 PM



246

The Grace Effect Discussion Guide 

recommended v Ie w Ing : Can Atheism Save Europe? A 
debate between Christopher Hitchens and John Lennox 
at the Edinburgh International Festival (available on the 
Fixed Point Foundation website: www.fixed-point.org)

III. How an Atheistic Society Suppresses Grace (chaps. 4–7)

 In these chapters, the author argues that Ukraine’s govern-
ment institutions impede grace. As a result, its positive force 
does not stream through the legal, economic, and political 
machinery of that government. The entire population is 
ordered and regulated by less humane standards than those 
to which Americans are accustomed. What is the primary 
cause of this difference? It isn’t that Americans are better 
people. Rather, the Russian Orthodox Church was drained 
of grace centuries ago. The rejection of biblical Christianity 
in times past crippled the nation’s future.

 1. Ukrainian attitudes toward the law seem, for 
the most part, in striking contrast to American 
attitudes. Why do you think this is so?

 2. Why is an economic system alone—whether 
socialistic or capitalistic—insufficient to develop 
and sustain economic fairness?

 3. Explain why the author thinks “the devil is a 
bureaucrat.”
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 4. In practical terms, how can common grace slowly 
improve Ukraine’s “corruption index” of 134th 
out of 180 countries?

 5. What were the practical consequences of Prince 
Vladimir’s choice of Greek Orthodoxy over 
Roman Christianity, Islam, and Judaism?

recommended re ad Ing : The World Turned Upside Down, 
Melanie Phillips; The Brothers Karamazov, Fyodor 
Dostoevsky

IV. Atheists in Charge (chaps. 8–9)

 In the debate over whether a society is better served by athe-
ism or Christianity, atheists point to theoretical models 
instead of real examples (like China, North Korea, the former 
Soviet Union, etc.). In this section, the author defines social-
ism as antithetical to Christianity and then walks us through 
history to show how this is so. He then demonstrates to us 
how the “orphanage archipelago” represents a poignant 
example of what a world created by atheists looks like.

 1. Define “communism” and “socialism” and explain 
why the author thinks that these economic and 
political theories hinge upon spiritual issues.

 2. Is Christianity primarily about meeting physical 
needs? Why or why not?
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 3. What is your response to the following statement 
of Richard Dawkins: “Suppose there is no hope. 
Suppose there is no justice. Suppose there’s 
nothing but misery and darkness and bleakness. 
Suppose there’s nothing that we would wish for, 
nothing that we would hope for. Too bad!”?

 4. Do you agree with George Washington’s 
statement in his farewell address: “Reason and 
experience both forbid us to expect that national 
morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 
principle”? Why or why not?

 5. What were the major assumptions about human 
existence that influenced the creation of the 
orphanage system under Lunacharsky and 
Makarenko? How does Christianity differ with 
regard to these major assumptions?

recommended re ad Ing : A Peoples’ Tragedy, Orlando Figes; 
Brave New World, Aldous Huxley

V. Divine Creation and the Value of a Soul (chaps. 10–12)

 It is the nature of secular societies to devalue human life. 
As a former communist country, this attitude persists in 
Ukraine. By contrast, common grace, flowing as it does out 
of a Christian worldview, elevates human life, regarding it 
as the pinnacle of God’s creation.
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 1. How does one best measure whether a given 
society elevates or degrades the sanctity of life?

 2. Does Zachary’s experience at McDonald’s 
represent a neutral cultural difference or a deeper 
phenomenon that relates to common grace? Why?

 3. It is clear that the author grew impatient and even 
angry through his experience. Indeed, he quotes 
a passage in Exodus in which God is said to be 
“angry.” Can some forms of anger be a virtue? If 
so, how?

 4. Do you think Americans are more compassionate 
solely because of the tradition of economic 
prosperity or because of other factors too?

recommended re ad Ing : Borderland, Anna Reid

VI. Facing Challenges Resulting from Grace (chaps. 13–14)

 It is a common misconception that Christian grace offers 
a kind of blank check to people, as if grace exempts them 
from any sense of responsibility. In these chapters the 
author relates some new challenges Sasha faces as a direct 
consequence of the grace shown to her. These would never 
have arisen had she not been delivered from her life in the 
orphanage system. In overcoming these challenges, faith 
proved to be essential. She had to muster the confident per-
sistence to accomplish things previously unknown to her. 
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But she also needed to know that, while she might doubt 
herself, others truly believed in her.

 1. Sasha faces greater challenges in her education 
than the average American student. Describe 
how common grace as exhibited through the gift 
of parents is critical to a child’s education and 
development.

 2. How was the author’s handling of Sasha’s refusal 
to work on the alphabet an example of grace?

 3. Does “believing in a student” mean that we 
should encourage him/her to aim at whatever 
his/her “dreams” are? Why or why not?

 4. How does Sasha’s newly discovered “freedom” 
differ from the typical American’s notions of 
“freedom”?

recommended re ad Ing : The Art of Teaching, Gilbert Highet

VII. The Foundations of a New Life (chaps. 15–17)

 This section draws our attention to the ground level of life 
and the human experience: family and community. No one 
is born into this world without a history and an identity. 
An orphan faces the unique challenge of knowing very little 
about his or her family history even while being deeply 
shaped by that history. As we mature, we enter into a larger 
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community of family, friends, and acquaintances that can 
be strongly positive or negative. According to Taunton, the 
force with the greatest potential to create good families 
and communities is grace. Even so, that is not the primary 
purpose of common grace. Common grace is meant to give 
people a foretaste of heavenly grace. It is meant to cultivate 
a desire to enjoy an eternal home with God.

 1. Communists sought to suppress their true 
history and invent a new one. Why?

 2. Are there negative consequences for societies 
or individuals when they do not know their real 
histories?

 3. How has your life been shaped by your forebears?
 4. What are the implications of Dr. Olivera 

Petrovich’s research? In what ways does her 
research confirm teachings in the Bible?

 5. Do you think Sasha’s experience with prayer is 
compelling? Why or why not?

 6. Sasha’s HIV proved a concern for the Tauntons, 
not just medically but also socially. They 
wondered how she would be received in their 
community of relationships. Do you think 
American Christians are good examples of 
common grace in respect to this infirmity? Cite 
examples from your experience.
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VIII. Grace Given Becomes Grace Received (chaps. 18–19)

 A temptation for all parents who adopt a child is to see 
themselves as the primary dispensers of grace. After all, 
they don’t have to pay large sums of money, carve out huge 
chunks of time, and make innumerable daily sacrifices to 
welcome and accommodate an orphan. They have chosen 
to do so out of a deep compassion and kindness. But as we 
learn in this climactic part of the book, grace given becomes 
grace received. The Tauntons gave an incalculable gift of a 
new life to Sasha. That is obvious. What may not be so eas-
ily seen is that Sasha is a gift to them.

 1. The Tauntons’ interaction with American (and 
French) government administrators was markedly 
different from what they had experienced with 
Ukrainian officials. How were these expressions 
of kindness related to common grace?

 2. The author says that Sasha’s first interactions 
with American culture resulted in some comedic 
episodes. What factors shape the rules that 
govern how we interact as a society? How are 
they influenced by common grace—or how do 
they run counter to it?

 3. Describe the practical ways in which 
Christianity’s influence directly benefited Sasha 
in her first weeks in America.

 4. Who around you might be sending his or her 
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“flare high into a night sky”? What can you do to 
show common grace to that person (or people)?

IX. A Debate Ends: How One Life Refutes Atheism and 
Gives Hope to Entire Nations (chap. 20 and epilogue)

 The question up for debate in this book has not been 
whether Christianity was a positive force in the forma-
tion of Western civilization. Even Hitchens cedes this in 
the late-night conversation recounted in the prologue. The 
more important question is whether Christianity should 
continue to be a primary influence in Western society. Is 
Christianity an inherently positive force in the formation, 
development, and maintenance of society? Taunton’s argu-
ment is that the life and experience of this one little girl 
proves that the answer is yes.

 1. What does the author mean when he says, “Only 
a Christian culture could produce a Richard 
Dawkins”?

 2. Given that Richard Dawkins has argued for 
many years that belief in God is “delusional” and 
“very, very dangerous,” why do you think he now 
says, “Christianity might be a bulwark against 
something worse”?

 3. Do you think the author is right when he says 
that there has never been a Christian nation? 
Why or why not?
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4. Both Sasha and Hitchens suffer from life-
threatening illnesses. At a practical level, what 
does Christianity offer someone in these 
circumstances? What does atheism offer?

5. Do you agree with the author that Sasha’s 
experience validates the conclusion that 
Christianity should be a primary influence in 
society? Why or why not?

recommended re ad Ing : The Closing of the American Mind, 
Allan Bloom; What’s So Great About Christianity, Dinesh 
D’Souza

recommended v Ie w Ing : God or No God? A debate between 
Christopher Hitchens and Larry Taunton (available on the 
Fixed Point Foundation website: www.fixed-point.org)
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