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Chapter 1

What Is at Stake?

Figure 1.1. The Religious Affiliation 
of  18-to-35-Year-Olds
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Figure 1.2. What Year Did You Last Attend 
a Congregation a Few Times a Year?
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Figure 1.3. How Big of  an Influence 
Were Your Parents in Dechurching?

Figure 1.4. Mainline Protestant 
Percent of  US Population
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Chapter 2

Who Are the 
Dechurched?

Figure 2.1. Religious Service 
Attendance by Sexual Orientation
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Figure 2.2. Share Who Identify as Republican 
among Never or Seldom Attenders 

Data from Stephen Ansolabehere, Brian F. Schaffner, and Sam Luks, Cooperative Congres-
sional Election Study, Harvard University, http://cces.gov.harvard.edu. Visualization by 
Ryan Burge.
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Chapter 3

Cultural Christians
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Figure 3.1. What Did Your Parent Do That Played 
a Role in Your Decision to Stop Attending?
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Figure 3.2. Reasons for Not Attending Church
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Chapter 4

Dechurched Mainstream 
Evangelicals
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Figure 4.1. Issue Positions of  Still 
Churched and Dechurched Evangelicals
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Figure 4.2. Reasons for Leaving Church

Figure 4.3. Reasons for Returning to Church
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Chapter 5

Exvangelicals

Figure 5.1. Reasons for Not Attending Church
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Figure 5.2. Reasons for Returning to Church
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Chapter 6

Dechurched BIPOC

Figure 6.1. Reasons for 
Leaving Church (18–25)
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Figure 6.2. Reasons for Leaving Church, 
Young Professionals (26–39)

Figure 6.3. Parental Reasons 
for Leaving Church
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Figure 6.4. Reasons for Returning
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Chapter 7

Dechurched Mainline 
Protestants and Catholics
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Figure 7.1. Theological Positions of 
Dechurched Mainline/Catholic
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Figure 7.2. Reasons for Leaving 
Church (Mainline)

Figure 7.3. Reasons for Leaving 
Church (Catholic)
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Figure 7.4. Prioritize What a 
Congregation Should Do
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Figure 7.5. About What Year Did You Last 
Attend a Congregation a Few Times?



24

Figure 7.6. Percent Dechurched 
by Education and Tradition
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Figure 7.7. Which of  the Following Standards and 
Practices Do You Seek to Follow in Good Faith?
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Chapter 10

The Missed 
Generational Handoff
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Figure 10.1. Share Believing in 
God without a Doubt

Ryan Burge, “ ‘OK Millennial’: Don’t Blame the Boomers for Decline of  Religion in America,” 
Religion News Service, August 30, 2021, https://religionnews.com/2021/08/30/ok​
-millennial​-dont-blame-the-boomers-for-decline-of-religion-in-america/.
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Figure 10.2. Most Difficult Transition 
in Maintaining Faith
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Figure 10.3. What Made the Transition 
from Teen to Young Adult Difficult?
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Figure 10.4. Religious Involvement during 
College Years among Evangelicals
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Figure 10.5. How Big of  an Influence 
Were Your Parents When It Comes to 

No Longer Attending Church?
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Chapter 11

Messages for the 
Dechurched

Figure 11.1. Reasons for Dechurching


